ria at gen ea 
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WESTERN PENITENTIARY. 
Report of the Inspectors of the Western Penitentiary. 
Read in Senate, February 14, 1832. 
Tv the Honourable the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives — Commonwealth of Pennsylrania. 

Since the last annual statement of the condition and 
circumstances of the Western penitentiary, it has been 
the misfortune of the institution to have been deprived, 
by death, of the valuable services of their late president, 
John M’Donald, Esq. The vacancy occasioned there- 
by, was filled by the Supreme Court at the September 
session, in Pittsburg, by the appointment of Mr. Benja- 
min Darlington. 

The board, therefore, now consists of the following 
members, viz. 

Benjamin Darlington, President. 

John Irwin, Treasurer. 

William Robinson, jr. Secretary. 

William Wilkins, and William Hays. 

The absence of the two last named gentlemen, the form- 
er in the Senate of the United States, and the latter in 
the Senate of this state, has deprived the board of their 
aid and suggestions in making its annual report. 

In conformity vested by Jaw in the board, the follow- 
ing appointments have been made and continued: 

Warden, Mr. John Patterson. 

Physician, Wm. H. Denny. 

Clerk, A. D. Pollock. 








vision for that object, by a small antiual appropriation: 

It appears from the report of the physician, that con- 
tipation of the bowels and diarrhea, have been the 
most numerous diseases in the prison; in his report he 
says **so many cases of constipation of the bowels were 
in some measure owing to want of their usual exercise; 


but as both constipation and diarrhea occurred most, 


frequently among drunkards, the frequent attacks of 
that character may also be attributable in a great de- 
gree, to the withdrawal of their accustomed stimu- 
lants.”” But one case of death has however occurred; 
and but five now remain unwell.” 

In closing our report, we again consider it our duty 
to plate before your observation, the manifold imper- 
fection in the plan of this prison, so little adapted in our 
estimation, to the furtherance of the beneficent inten- 
tions of the Legislatufe. With this view, we would 
ask leave to refer you to. the report of this board for 
the preceding year, together with the accompanying 
documerits. To the opinion of the intelligent and re- 
spectable president of the board of the Eastern Peni- 
tentiary—who states that he visited this prison in June, 
1830, for the purpose 6f personal inspection, and that 
the result of his observations was, ‘‘ that the ranges of 
cells were too small, and not sufficiently ventilated and 
lighted to be used as workshops, to be principally use- 
ful as directories; and he was induced to believe that 
convicts could not be advantageously employed there- 


During the preceding year, there have been received } inat solitary labor. The building being also unprovid- 


forty-four convicts; forty-one have béen discharged, and 
one has died; leaving in the prison, on the 31st Decem- 


| ed with separate yards for the different cells, it becomes 


necessary to the health of the prisoners, to allow them 


ber, 1831, sixty-four prisoners, all of which, and other | to associate with each other in the common yards.” Be- 


matters required, by law, will more fully appear by re- 
ference to the annexed tabular statement marked A. 

Constructed as this prison has been, it seems next to 
impossible that that great object, the reformation of its 
profligate inhabitants, can be largely promoted. Indeed, 
with the appalling train of disadvantages in the con- 
struction and interior arrangement of this prison, when 
the well disposed cannot be separated from the more 
hardened in crime, it is more a matter of wonder that 
good has been done at all in this respect. In short, in 
constructing the Western penitentiary just as it now is, 
the state of Pennsylvania has done nearly all in its pow- 
er to secure mere confinement;and, (though not design- 
edly) exclude reformation. 

Still, however, under all the disadvantages, we are 
not without some encouragement. The truly pious 
and enlightened young clergyman, Mr. Pollock, whose 
unrequited services wé have happily secured for the 
last two years, states to usin his report, ‘‘ that though 
amid cases of consummate hypocrisy,he is yet prepared 
to say that good has been done. In several instances, 
‘the voice of prayer is whispered in the cells, and that in 
some which he could name, the Bible has become dear 
to convicts who, previous to their entrance, were either 
unable to read it, or had no desiré to do so;” and in 
view of the subject proceeds to say, “ that his expe- 
rience and observation justify him in believing that re- 
formation of character, as an object of the imprisonment 
system, is no chimera in prisons more favourable than 
this for solitary confinement.” The importance of se- 
curing permanent aid in this department, requires us 
- to suggest to you the propriety of making a pro- 
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sides these manifest disadvantages, the prisoners can, 
whilst in their cells, hold conversations with each oth- 
er, either for good or evil purposes; nor can they be 
employed therein as above stated, in useful or profita- 
ble labor. We also lay before you a report from the 
warden of this prison to the board, marked B. and to 
renew to you our former assurances of entire confi- 
dence in his capacity and zeal to promote, (as far the 
construction of the prison will in its present shape ad- 
mit, ) all the requisitions of the law: 

To obviate the defects which we have only in part en- 
deavoured to describe, and for the purpose of placing 
the establishment in such a condition as will accommo- 
date the present number of convicts in the necessary 
stock, tools, and implements of manufacture, and make 
the alterations required; to give proper effect to useful 
employment, to more salutary confinement, and to the 
importartt cause of moral and religious reformation, and 
generally to adapt the prison to the accomplishment of 
those ends intended by the law, we respectfully sug- 
gest that the stim of ten thousand dollars be appropriat- 
ed. With this sum, it is the opinion of the board, that the 
Western periitentiary may be made permanently bene- 
ficial to the interest and security of society, both by the 
punishment and reformation of offenders, and an ex- 
emption of expense to the various counties now obliged 
to maintain their own convicts, 

All of which is vespectfully submitted. 

Western Penitentiary, January, 1832. 
BENJAMIN DARLINGTON, President. 
Joun Inwity, 
Wx. Rosinsox, Jr. 
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slo4 Female Lancaster, Pa. 
9122 rs, Steubenville, Ohio 


10/42 Harrisburg, Pa. 
11/18 do Fayette co. Pa, 
12/35| do jLancaster, Pa. 
13|39| do (|Mifflin co. Pa. 
14/93} do (Fayette co. Pa. 
15|29| do |New Jersey 
16'28| do (Pittsburg, Pa. 
17\21| do (Fayette co. Pa. 


18/18) Female Canfield, Ohio 

19/19| Male |Beaver co, Pa. 

90/51) do |Delaware 

21/42} do *ty Monahon, Irel’d. 
92/20} do (Centre co. Pa. 

93125} do |C’ty Down, Irel’d. 
24146, do do 

25|30| do 
26/29, do 
27\34| do 


New York 
Washington, D. C. 
Centre co. Pa. 
98|55| do /|Franklin co, Pa. 
99/20! do {Washington co, Pa. 
30/46} do do 

31153} do jLancaster co. Pa. 
32/26; do (Baltimore 
33/15|Female|\Chambersburg, Pa. 
34\25| Male |Huntingdon co. Pa. 
35\22| do (Steubenville, Ohio 
36|22|Female|Pittsburg, Pa. 
37\44| Male 
38/36} do 


County Derry, Irel’d. 
39/44} do 


Dauphin co. Pa, 
40|23| do /|Lancaster, Pa. 
41|25| do (|Dublin, Ireland 
42|35|Female Shippensburg, Pa. 
43|27| Male |Allegheny co. Pa. 
do |Norfolk, Va. 

do {New York city 

do {Westmoreland 


Z e Sete. | Place of nativity. 
a 53| Male |Carlisle, Pa. 
99} do Philadelphia 

7 94) do do 

4°62 do pew Jersey 

5:36| do [Berkley co. Va. 

6,26 do |Washington co. Md. 
7\28| do {Washington co. Pa. 


Queen Anne’s co. Md.|¥ 
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TABULAR STATEMENT J. 
| When ja) 



















ne At what Times | When& 
sentenced. |7 Offence. ae Court sentenced. ‘convicted.j/how disch. 
Aug. 8, 1827 |2i|Rape (0. T. Allegheny co, | First 
Jan. 22, 1828 | 3|Larceny Q. S. Mifflin do an. 22, 
July 9 5\Horse stealing Q. S. Butler Second [183 1. 
July 18 4\Passing counterfeit coin (Mayor? sCt. Pittsburg) First 
Aug. 16 5|Forging counterfeit coin 0. T. Huntingdon do 
Nov. 12 3|Larceny iQ. S. Huntingdon (Uncertain |Nov. 12 
Dec. 24 3|Horse stealing Q. S. Washington | Second |Dec. 24 
April 14, 1829) 2\Perjury Q. S. Beaver First |May 4 
May 13 2|Larcen Mayor’sCt. Pittsburg) do j|May13 
do Q\Assault, &c. intent to kill do do do 
May 16 2|Larceny do do |{May16 
May 22 2 do Q. S. Westmoreland | Second |May 22 
June 10 2 do Q. S. Fayette do {June 10 
do 2 do do First |June 10 
Aug. 4 3 do Q. S, Allegheny Second 
do 2 do do do jAug. 4 
Aug. 6 3 do do First 
Aug. 13 2\Conceal’g child’sb’th & d’th Circuit Ct. Allegheny} do jAug. 15 
Nov. 7 2) Larceny Q. S. Washington do |Nov.7 
Aug. 28 4\Subornation of perjury Q. S. Beaver do 
Oct. SL . 3|Larceny Mayor’s Ct. Pittsbu Second 
Noy. 25 2 do Q. S. Centre First |Novy, 25 
Dec. 8 3 do Mayor’s Ct. Pittsbu do 
do 3 do do do  |Jan. 24* 
Nov. 25 2 do Q. S. Westmoreland do May 21* 
Jan. 27, 1830} 4 do Q. S. Centre Uncertain 
do 4 do do First 
Feb. 23 1|Perjury Mayor’s Ct. Pittsburg) do |Feb, 25 
March 25 3|Larceny Q.Ss. Washington do 
do 3 do do do 
April 23 2\ Murder 0. T. Allegheny do 
April 24 5 do O. 'T. Mifflin do 
May 10 1\Larceny Mayor's Ct. Pittsbu do {May 10 
April 14 1|\Bigamy Q. S. Huntingdon do {April 14 
1)Larceny Mayor’s Ct. Pittsburg} do {May 10 
1 do do do do 
1 do do Uncertain|May 11 
7\Murder O. T. Westmoreland| First 
4|Manslaughter do do Feb. 26* 





Greene co, Pa. 

do 
Butler co. Pa. 
Baltimore co. Md. 
Lancaster co. Pa. 
Conway, Mass. 
County Kent, Eng. 
Berkley co, Va. 
Little York, Pa. 
County Caven, Irel’d. 


C’ty Longford, Irel’d. 


Franklin co. Pa. 
Mount Vernon, Va. 





2|Larceny Q. S. Washington 


District Court, U. S.| First 


5| Assault, ae. intent to ravish.Q. S, Mifflin do 

2\Larceny Q. S. Cambria do e 

1 do Mayor’s Ct, Pittsburg] Second uly 29 
1\Bigamy do First do 
llarceny do Uncertain} do 

1 do Q. S. Huntingdon do do 

1 do Q.S. Westmoreland} First jAug. 10 
5|Burglary O. T. Greene do March 23* 
5 do do do Dec. 19* 
1\Horse stealing Q. S. Armstrong do Dec. 19* 


Uncertain|Sept. 24 


do do 
Female}Washington co. Pa. 
Male |Fayette co. Pa. 








71147) do 





do |Crawford co. Pa. 
65,36} do (Connecticut 
do {Sussex co. N. J. 
Female|Bordeaux, France 


Fayette co. Pa. 
Cresaptown, Va. 
Somerset co. Pa. 








1\Counterfeiting coin do do . 
1\Larceny Mayor’s Ct. Pittsburg|Uncertain Oct. 25 
1} do do do Oct. 26 
$3} do Q. S. Mifflin First | do 
5|Rape 0.T. do do 
5 do do do 
1|Larcen Q. S. Westmoreland| do | 
3|Assault, &c. intent to ravish|Q.S. Venango do 
1jLarceny Q. S. Washington do |Nov, 27 
1 do Oo Uncertain| 
1 do do First (Dec. 22 
1 do Q. S. Fayette do do 
1|/Bigamy Q. S. Erie do |Dec, 24 
3|Burglary O. T. Erie do 
| 2\Larceny Mayor’s Ct. Pittsburg} do 
' 1) do do do |Oct. 1} 
| 7\Kidnapping i2- S. Westmoreland do 
5\Burglary T. Fayette do 
do do do 
2\Larceny iQ. S. Fayette do 





sb Sad tates 
bc is So De 
Fags SRN 





1852.] 
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When sen-| % 


No. tenced. |? | 


72 


& | Sex. | Place of nativity. 





'18 Female Detroit 


WESTERN PENITENTIARY. 


Offence. 


March 30 | 1 Larceny 


326, Male |Westmorelandco.Pa.|March 26 |14 Bigamy 





























At what Times | When & 
_court sentenced. |convicted.|how disc. 
Q. S. Washington | First | 
iQ. S. Armstrong do Dec, 31 
74\60| do {County Derry, Irel’d..March 31 | } Horse stealing Q. S. Indiana do 
7526| «do {Butler co. Pa. April 7 2 Larceny Q. S. Butler do 
7622, do |Allegheny co. Pa. |April 26 | 4 Robbery \0. T. Allegheny do 
77:38; do |Hampshireco, Mass. |April 21 | 1/Forgery Q. S. Mercer do 
7851| do |Worcester co. Mass, |May 5 3\Counterfeiting coin District Ct. U. S. do 
79\44| do |Portsmouth,Eng. (|May 11 2\Larceny Mayor’s Ct.Pittsb’g} do Dec. 1: 
80!16| do |Fayette co. Pa. do 1 do do do Oct. 20* 
81/21} do ;Cork, Ireland May 14 1 Assault, &c, intent to kill’ do do 
82/24; do |Allegheny co. Pa. |May 28 4 Arson \O.T.Westmoreland} Second 
83/19! do {Trumbull co, Ohio June 28 | $ Larceny iQ: S. Allegheny First 
84/33} do |Oneidaco. N. Y. Aug. 6 2 Burglary \0. T. Erie do 
85'41| do |New Hampshire do 1 Larceny iQ. S. do do 
86/30} do |Grafton co. N.H do 2 Passing counterfeit coin do do 
$7/26| do Litchfield, Conn, do 4 Burglary \O. T. do do 
88'47 | do /j|Chester co, Pa. Aug. 18 | 2)Ass’lt,&c.intentto ravish|Q. S. Crawford do 
89 29! do do Aug. 12 | 2.Larceny Q. S. Huntingdon do 
90/27, do |Montgomeryco.N.Y.| do Q) do do do 
91/41; do |Cumberland co. Pa. |Aug. 27 | 2)Manslaughter O.T.Westmoreland do 
92\44| do |C’ty Antrim, Irel’d. jAug. 24 | 2/Ass’It,&c intent to ravish|\Q. S, Centre do 
93/27; do |New Jersey Sept.9  (34)Larceny Q. S. Beaver do 
94/33} do |C’y Antrim, Irel’d. |Sept.30 | 1 do Q. S. Indiana Third 
95/26] do |Philadelphia Oct, 5 2 do Mayor’s Ct.Pittsb’g| First 
96|17|Female}Pittsburg, Pa. Oct, 26 |10)Arson 0. T. Allegheny do 
97\42| Male |C’ty Tyrone, Irel’d. |Oct. 27 5/Ass’lt,&c.intent to ravish Q. S. Allegheny do 
98'25| do |Westmorelandco.Pa./Oct, 29 6; Manslaughter (0. T. Fayette Uncertain 
99/44) do |Allegheny co. Md. do 3|Larceny Q. S. Fayette First 
100|40; do /|Fayette co, Pa. Oct, 31 5|Manslaughter 0. T. Fayette do 
101/28} do |€’ty Laitrim, Irel’d, |Nov. 17 2|Assault, &c, intent to kill O. T. Huntingdon do 
102\22} do (Centre co. Pa. |Nov. 19 8|Murder do do 
103}28} do jAdams co, Pa. Noy. 22 {14\Larceny 0. T. Mifflin do 
104}20} do |Somerset co. Pa. Dec. 9 9|Horse stealing Q. S. Somerset do 
105|27| do (|Berkshireco. Mass. |Dec. 7 2\Larceny (2. S. Warren do 
106/29} do {Westmoreland co. Pa |D.20,18 30)10 Horse steal’g & burglary|Q.S.& O.T.W’gton| do 
From the preceding statement we have made the fol- | Places of birth. Delaware - - 1 
lowing summary of the crimes and places of birth: Pennsylvania - 54 District of Columbia 1 
Crimes. Counterfeiting coin 2 Treland ee ee a Pea ee | 
Larceny - - 55 Forging do 1 Virginia -—ste 5 Michigan - - - 1 
Burglary - - -7 Perjury - - » = Maryland” - “ 5 — 
Horse stealing - -6 Arson Ho Ba New Jersey - 4 10 
Assault with intent to Forgery - - «2 Ohio - - - 4 
ravish - - -5 Robbery” - . = New York - - 4. Natives of this state 58 
Murder San nt - 4 Kidnapping ee Massachusetts - 4 Do. of other states 33 
Bigamy - + +4 Steal’g from U. S. Mail 1 Connecticut - 2 Foreigners - = 20 
Manslaughter : - 4 Concealing birth and New Hampshire - 2 —_-— 
Rape - - +3 death of a child 1 England -~ - 2 106 
Assault with intenttokill3 §ubornation of perjury 1 
2 


Passing counterfeit coin ——~ 
106 





* Pardoned. ¢ Died. 
Those not marked have served their time out, 


¢ Sentence reversed by Supreme Court. 





B. 
To the Board of Inspectors of the Western Penitentiary 
of Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen—In my report last year, I pointed out 
many of the defects in the construction of this prison, 
and the inconveniences necessarily resulting therefrom, 
the impossibility of introducing into this prison a regu- 
lar system of profitable labour, and the very doubtful 
prospect of reformation in the prisoners confined within 
its walls, The opportunities for communication be- 
tween convicts, enables them to form conspiracies and 
concert plans for escape, and for other mischievous 
purposes, and enables the most depraved and abandon- 
ed amongst them, to extend their demoralizing and 
contaminating influence throughout the prison, thereby 

reventing reformation in others, and defeating the ob- 
jects of the institution, 

I deem it unnecessary to dwell upon this subject, or 
to repeat what has been heretofore communicated, gs 
the Inspectors have a full knowledge of the defects in 


the construction of this prison, and of the necessity of 
a thorough and radical alteration of the interior being 
made, before any benefits can result from the operations 
of this institution, 

During the last year, there has been earned by con- 
victs, as follows, viz. 





Shoemaking, $244 00 
Picking Oakum, 340 00 
Carpenter work, 1 50 
Sewing, 7 50 

Total, $593 00 


During the year 1831,there have been received forty- 
four convicts, forty-one have been discharged, and one 
has died, leaving in prison on the 31st December, 1831, 
sixty-four prisoners. 

Of those who have been discharged from the prison, 
as far as heard from, there are but very few cases of 
amendment. Although in this prison, in its present de- 
fective state, so little has been effected either ina moral, 
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AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE GIRARD TRUSTS. 





[Ocrosrn 








religious or pecuniary point; I have no doubts in my 
mind, as to the efficiency of the system of separate con- 
finement on the plan of the Eastern Penitentiary, I 
would therefore respectfully recommend that this pri- 
son be altered, and the cells re-built on the plan of those 
of that prison. 

If this, or some other measures is not adopted, serious 
injury will be the result. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 

JOHN PATTERSON, 
Warden, Western Penitentiary. 
January 1, 1852. 





AN ACT 


To enable the Mayor, Aldermen, and citizens of Phila- 
delphia to carry into effect certain improyements, 
and certain trusts, 


Whereas, by the last will and testament of Stephen 
Girard, late of the city of Philadelphia, deceased, the 
sum of five hundred thousand dollars is bequeathed to 
the mayor, aldermen, and citizens of Philadelphia, in 
trust among other things, to apply. the income thereof, 
*¢ first, to lay out, regulate, curb, light and pave a pas- 
sage or street on the east part of the city of Philadel- 
phia, fronting the river Delaware, not less than twenty- 
one feet wide, and to be called Delaware Avenue; ex- 
tending from South or Cedar street, all along the east 
part of Water street squares, and the west side of the 
logs which form the heads of the docks, or thereabouts; 
and to this intent, to obtain such acts of assembly, and 
to make such purchases or agreements as will enable 
the mayor, aldermen, and citizens of Philadelphia, to 
remove or pull down all the buildings, fences, and ob- 
structions which may be in the way, and to prohibit all 
buildings, fences, or erections of any kind to the east- 
ward of said avenue, to fill up the heads of such of the 
docks as may not afford sufficient room for the said 
street, to compel the owners of wharves to keep them 
clean, and covered completely with gravel or other 
hard materials, and to be so levelled that water will no+ 
remain thereon, after a shower of rain, to completely 
clean, and keep clean, all the docks within the limits of 
the city, fronting on the Delaware; and to pull dawnall 
platforms carried out from the east part of the city, over 
the river Delaware, on piles or pillars.” ‘* Second, to 
pull down and remove all wooden buildings, as well as 
those made of wood and other combustible materials, as 
those called brick-paned, or framed buildings, filled in 
with bricks, that are erected within the limits of the 
city of Philadelphia; and also to prohibit the erection of 


be made in the court of Quarter Sessions for the county 
of Philadelphia. - 
Sect. 2. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, That it shall be lawful for the mayor, alder- 
men, and citizens of Philadelphia aforesaid, in manner 
aforesaid, to lay out Water street, in the said city, anew, 
in such manner as that the same shall be as nearly 
straight as conveniently may be, and of a uniform, or 
as near as may be uniform width throughout, not less 





than thirty-nine feet, if practicable, and the same to- 


open and keep open for ever, as a common and public 
highway; and that having laid out said Water street of 
such increased width, they shall cause a record of the 
same to be made in the court of Quarter Sessions for the 
county of Philadelphia. 

Sect. 3. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, That it shall be lawful for the mayor, alder- 
men, and citizens of Philadelphia aforesaid, to pass or- 
dinances, or take other measures for regulating, adjust- 
ing, and determining the easternmost line to which 
wharves may thereafter lawfully be constructed on the 
river Delaware, fronting said city, and to cause a record 
ot such regulated line to be made in the court of Quar- 
ter Sessions for the county of Philadelphia; to fix and 
decide on, or cause their officers to fix and decide on 
the levels of all wharves fronting the said city, and to 
declare the regulation thereof; to require the owners 
thereof to pave the same or lay them with gravel, ac- 
cording to such regulation, so as effectually to drain and 
pass off the water from the same, and to require all per- 
sons owning and occupying or using docks or wharves, 
to cleanse the same, and to keep the same in repair, and 
to prescribe the form, materials, and character of work- 
manship of all wharves hereafter to be constructed, and 
to require all platforms now projecting into the river 
Delaware, and supported on piles, pillars or piers, to be 
removed, and to prohibit the construction, in future, of 
any such projecting platforms; and to require the re- 
moval, and prohibit the construction, in future, of 
all buildings, fences, and other obstructions, to the 
eastward of the Delaware Avenue, above mentioned, 
and to declare all erections and constructions whatsoev- 
er, contrary to the said ordinances, whether erected be- 
fore or after the passage of the same to be nuisances, 
and generally to devise, ordain and execute whatever 
other things shall by them, the said mayor, aldermen, 
and citizens of Philadelphia aforesaid, be deemed neces- 
sary or convenient for the good arrangement, security, 
and govérnment of the said wharves: Provided, That 

| the easternmost line of the said wharves shall not be 
| held to be finally determined, and the record thereof 


any such building within the said city’s limits at any fu- | shall not be made,as aforesaid, unless the board of ward- 


ture time.” “Third, to widen, pave, and curb Water 
street, and to distribute the Schuylkill water therein, 
upon” a certain plan therein set forth. Now, for the 
purpose of enabling the mayor, aldermen, and citizens 
of Philade]phia aforesaid, to effect the improvements 
contemplated by the said testator, and to execute in all 
other respects, the trusts created by his will, to enable 
the constituted authorities of the city of Philadelphia to 
carry which into effect, the said Stephen Girard has de- 
sired the legislature to enact the necessary laws. 

Sect. 1, Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Represntatiyes of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
in General Assembly met, and it is hereby enacted by 
the authority of the same, That it shall and may be 
lawful for the mayor, aldermen, and citizens of Phila- 
delphia, by ordinance lawfully enacted, or the interven- 
tion and act of authorized officers or agents, to Jay out, 
regulate, curb, light, and pave a passage or street, not 
less than twenty-one feet’ width, on the east part of 
the city of ance: me fronting the river Delaware, 
at such distance or distances in the several parts there- 


‘ of from the eastern line of Water street as they shall 


judge proper, extending from Vine to Cedar street, to 
called the Delaware Avenue; and that, having laid 


put such street, they shall cause a record of the same to 


ens, of the port of Philadelphia, shall decide and make 
their certificate in writing, that such easternmost line is 
not inconsistent with the public interests, which certificate 
shall also be recorded in the said court of Quarter Ses- 
sions; but if the said certificate shall not be granted by 
them, within three months after application made there- 
for, the refusal or omission of the said board of wardens 
to grant such certificate, shall, when duly verified by 
affidavit, be esteemed the judgment and decision of the 

| said board of wardens, that such easternmost line is in- 
consistent with the public interests, and in case such a 
decision shall in any wise be made, an appeal shall lie 
therefrom to the said court of Quarter Sessions, as in 
other cases, and the judgment of the said court, in fa- 
yor of such regulated line, shall be, for all purposes, 
equivalent to a similar decision by the said board of 
wardens: Provided, That nothing herein contained shall 
be construed to give authority to any one to erect 
wharves, or piers, extending out as far as the said regu- 
lated easternmost line, without license from the said 
board of wardens, as heretofore. 

Sect. 4, And be it further enacted by the authori- 
ty aforesaid, That it shall be lawful for the mayor, 
aldermen, and citizens of Philadelphia aforesaid, to pass 
ordinances, prohibiting the construction within the said 
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city, or any parts thereof, of all framed or brick-paned 
or other buildings, the walls whereof are not wholly 
composed of incombustible materials, determining the 
thickness of which walls of buildings of different dimen- 
sions and character shall hereafter be made in the said 
city, and in making all such other legal provisions as 
they shall think expedient for preventing the extension 
of injuries from fire, in the said city, and to declare all 
buildings, the walls whereof are not wholly composed 
of incombustible materials, to be nuisances. 

Sect. 5. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, That when any of the said ordinances shall 
have been passed, or other proceedings had in relation 
to the said Delaware Avenue and Water street, or eith- 
er of them, and the record thereof shall have been made 
as aforesaid, it shall be lawful for the mayor, aldermen, 
and citizens of Philadelphia aforesaid, to proceed, from 
time to time, to open for public use, any part or parts 
thereof, and the same to keep open as common and 
public highways forever; and to that end, to enter upon 
such property as may be found to be within the same, 
construct wharves extending into the river, within the 
lines of said Delaware Avenue, and to a reasonable dis- 
tance beyond the same, and fill up all docks within the 
limits thereof, and remove all obstructions, of whatever 
kind, from within the limits of said avenue and street, 
‘or any parts thereof, and level, drain, pitch, and pave 
the same, as other streets in the said city. And trom 
and after the passing of such ordinances, and the record 
of the said avenue and street, all buildings, thereafter 
erected or rebuilt on the said avenue and street shall 
conform to the recorded limits of the same, and the 
mayor, aldermen and citizens of Philadelphia aforesaid, 
may pass ordinances, declaring all-obstructions within 
the same to be nuisances, \ 

Sect. 6. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, That it shall at all times be lawful for the 
mayor, aldermen, and citizens of Philadelphia, afore- 
said, to remove and abate any building, erection or 
obstruction whatever, which, by this act, or by any or- 
dinance to be hereafter passed by virtue of it, may be 
declared a nuisance. Provided, That if such building, 
erection or obstruction shall have been in existence at 
the time of the passage of this act, or of such ordinance 
passed by virtue thereof, the mayor, aldermen, and citi- 
zens aforesaid, shall give at least three months notice of 
their intention to remove the same to the persons having 
the ownership, occupation or use thereof, or in case no 
such persons shall be known to them, then they shall af- 
fix acopy of such notice to and upon such building, 
erection, or obstruction, three months before proceed- 
ing to remove the same, 

Sect. 7. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, That it shall be lawful for the said mayor, al- 
dermen, and citizens of Philadelphia, aforesaid, to pro- 
vide for the punishment of any person or persons who 
shall commit any nuisance contrary to the intent and 
meaning of this act, aad of the ordinances which may be 
passed by virtue thereof, and of any person or persons 
‘who having committed any such nuisance, shall, after 
notice, rcfuse or neglect to remove the same. 

Sect. 8. And be it further enacted by the authoritv 
aforesaid, That all persons whatsoever, who shall re- 
ceive damage to their property by reason of any thing 
which shall have been done by the mayor, aldermen, 
and citizens of Philadelphia, under this act, or any ordi- 
nances passed by virtue hereof, may, after ten days no- 
tice of such their intention, to the mayor, aldermen, and 
citizens aforesaid, apply by petition in writing, to the 
court of Quarter Sessions for the county of Philadel- 

hia, who shall thereupon appoint a jury of twelve dis- 

nterested freeholders, citizens of the city of Philadel- 
phia, which jury shall assemble, after ten days notice of 
their meeting, given as aforesaid, and shall be sworn or 
affirmed to inquire what damages the petitioners, or any 
of them, haye sustained by reason of any thing so done, 
considering as well the advantages which may accrue to 





such petitioners as the injuries by them complained of, 
and the said jury having viewed the premises and heard 
the parties, or their counsel, shall report in writing, 
under the hands of at least ten jurors, and their report 
having been considered and confirmed by the court, the 
damages thereby found, shall be paid by the mayor, al- 
dermen, and citizens aforesaid, in six months after the 
confirmation of the said report. 

Sect. 9. And be it further enacted by the authority: 
aforesaid, That if the mayor, aldermen, and citizens 
aforesaid, shall deem it expedient that the damages 
should be legally ascertained before proceeding to en- 
ter on premises for the purpose of removing obstruc- 
tions, and before appropriating to public use, any pro- 
perty of individuals, or otherwise injuriously affecting 
the rights and interests of any proprietor, the mayor, 
aldermen, and citizens aforesaid may, from time to 
time, apply to the court of Quarter Sessions for the 
county of Philadelphia, by petition, in writing, speci- 
fying therein as nearly as may be, the persons and pro- 
perty in regard to which they desire that the damages 
should be ascertained, and thereupon the said court 
shall appoint a jury of twelve disinterested freehold- 
ers, citizens of the city of Philadelphia, which jury 
shall assemble, after ten days notice of their meeting 
giving to the owners or occupiers of the property, and 
shall be sworn or affirmed, as is provided in the fore- 
going section of this act, and having viewed and heard, 
as is therein provided, shall report in writing, under the 
hands of at least ten jurors, specifying in their said re- 
port,as wellas the causes for which damages, if any should 
be paid, as the amounts of such damages, and. in such 
case, the mayor, aldermen, and citizens aforesaid, may, 
within one year after the confirmation of such report 
by the court of Quarter Sessions, tender to any owner 
of property named therein, the amount of damages 
thereby found in his favor, or may pay the same into 
court, for his use and benefit, and may thereafter pro- 
ceed to enter upon the premises, and remove the ob- 
structions, or appropriate the property for which dama- 
ges shall have been so paid or tendered, first giving 
three months notice to the tenant in possession, if any: 
Provided however, That if the amount so found by such 
jury in favor of any owner, shall not be so tendered or 
paid within one year after the confirmation of such re- 
port, then the proceedings had upon the said petition, 
of the mayor, aldermen, and citizens aforesaid, shall, 
so far as relates to the said owner, be null and void, and 
the mayor, aldermen, and citizens aforesaid, may there- 
after present their petition in writing anew, under this 
section, as if no proceedings had before been had: 4nd 
provided also, That when a report shall have been made 
by a jury, under the provisions of this section, and. 
damages shall have been tendered or paid, in accor- 
dance therewith, if thereafter any other damage than 
that reported on shall be sustained, the party aggriev- 
ed may thereafter apply, in regard to such other dama- 
ges, for a jury to assess the same, under the eighth section 
of this act; Provided further, That it shall at all times 
be competent to the mayor, aldermen, and citizens 
aforesaid, to agree with any owner or owners of proper- 
ty, so to be taken, removed, or affected for the da- 
mages thereby to be occasioned, and such agreement 
shall be instead of any of the proceedings detailed in 
this or the foregoing sections of this act: And, foras- 
much as in the course of time it may appear that powers 
are not vested in the said the mayor, aldermen, and 
citizens of Philadelphia, which may be yet required to 
the full execution of those parts of the said will of the 
said Stephen Girard, for the carrying of which into ef- 
fect he has in his said will requested legislative provi- 
sion, and it is the object and intent of this act fully to 
confer all such powers. 

Sect 10. Be it further enacted by the authority afore- 
said, That it shall be lawful for the mayor, aldermen, 
and citizens of Philadelphia, to exercise all such juris- 
diction, enact all such ordinances, and do and execute 
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ali such acts and things whatsoever, as may be necessa- nal commissioners to make contracts for that purpose. 
ry and convenient for the full and entire acceptance, } JOHN LAPORTE, 
execution, and prosecution of any and all the devises | Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
and bequests, trusts and provisions contained in the | J. R. BURDEN, 
said will, which are the subjects of the preceding parts | Speaker of the Senate. 
of this act, and to enable the constituted authorities of Approved—The ninth day of June, A. D. one thou- 
the city of Philadelphia to carry which into effect, the | sand eight hunded and thirty-two. 
said Stephen Girard has desired the legislature to en- 
act the necessary laws. 

Sect. 11. And be it further enacted by the authority 


GEO, WOLF. 








aforesaid, That no road or street shall be laid out, or 


passed through the land in the county of Philadelphia, 
bequeathed by the late Stephen Girard for the erection 


of a college, unless the same shall be recommended by 


COAL TRANSPORTATION MEETING. 
In pursuance of public notice, a large and respecta- 
ble meeting of citizens residing on the Susquehannah 
river and its tributaries, convened at the Court House 


the trustees or directors of said college, and approved | m Pe Lycoming county, on the 4th of Octo- 
of by a majority of the Select and Common Councils of | ber, 1832, for the purposes of taking into consideration 


the city of Philadelphia. 
JOHN LAPORTE, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
WM. G. HAWKINS, 
Speaker of the Senate. 


\the necessity of a reduction of tolls on the article of 
| coal, on the Union Canal and Schuylkill Navigation. 
The meeting was organized by appointing Janez 
Hype, Esq. of Susquehannah co. chairman, and Wa, 
G. Canrrenter, of Lycoming co. Secretary. 
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Approved—The twenty-fourth dav of March, A. D. |. Phe object of the meeting having been stated by 
ond pa eight hundred and thirty-two, ; Joseph B. Anthony, Messrs. E, Greenough, of North- 
GEO. WOLF. umberland, Joseph B. Senne of Lycoming, R. C. 
: Grier, of Columbia, Harris Jenkins, of Luzerne, Ben}. 
M’Kean, of Bradford, James Goodrich, of Tioga, Thos. 
Curts, of M’Kean, Geo. Grafius, of @entre, Robert 
Lytle, of Huntingdon, James T. Hall, of Mifflin, Hen- 
ry W. Snyder, of Union, and Henry H. Burr, of Dau- 
effect certain improvements and to execute certain | phin co. were appointed a committee to report a pre- 
trusts.”’ amble and resolutions embracing that object, who, af- 
Sect. 1, Be it enacted by the Senate and House of | ter retiring a short time, reported the following, which 
Representatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, | were unanimously adopted. 
in General Assembly met, and it is hereby enacted by | The citizens of all the counties bordering on the Sus- 
the authority of the same, That the Select and Common | quehannah and its branches, are deeply interested in 
Council of the city of Philadelphia, shall be, and they | the success of the public improvements already made 
are hereby authorized to provide by ordinance or oth- | and now in progress, to facilitate their intercourse with 
erwise, for the election or appointment of such officers | our commercial metropolis. The Pennsylvania Canal 
and agents as they may deem essential to the due exe- | penetrates the anthracite and bituminous coal regions 
cution of the duties and trusts enjoined and created by | of the state, and the Union and Schuylkill canals are a 
the will of the late Stephen Girard. | continuation of the chain of improvements from those 
JOHN LAPORTE, |regions to the city of Philadelphia; yet without the 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. | transportation of coal these canals cannot be produc- 
WM. G, HAWKINS, itive. If all the agricultural products of the district 
Speaker of the Senate. | should pass upon the meen, OF will ov none. 
i jay of April, Anno Domini, |™¢"t but a small portion of the year, and unless coal, 
di hatte aaheuiaber ion. P pant | (the value of which greatly depends upon the price of 
GEO. WOLF. _ | ‘tS carriage) can become a matter of trade and com- 
|merce, and find its way to market by means of canal 
‘transportation, the immense sums of money expended 
AN ACT | in construcling those great mena? ~~ yield but little 
. . ._ | profit, and their utility be greatly diminished. It is 
To appropiate the a Pe eee ioe Gieeed, to ime | therefore equally ieaitied = the stockholders of the 
oto Union and Schuylkill canals, as to the owners of coal 
Whereas, the late Stephen Girard has bequeathed to beds, that the canals should afford the utmost facilities 
the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, the sum of three of carriage. Anthracite and bituminous coal are very 
hundred thousand dollars, for the purposes of improve- | abundant near the waters of the Susquehannah—the 
ment by canal navigation, which sum is in the treasury | mining is not attended with much expense or difficulty, 
unappropriated: Therefore, | and if the transportation can be made as low as it ought 
Sect, 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of to be, there is no doubt that both kinds of the best 
Representatives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania | quality can be carried to Philadelphia at a fair profit. 
in General Assembly met, and it is hereby enacted by | The principal difficulty with which the dealers in 
the authority of the same, That the canal commission- | coal have to contend, is the amount of toll. This at the 
ers be and they are hereby authorized to apply the said | present rate on the Union and Schuylkill canals, shuts 
sum of three hundred thousand dollars, to the construc- | them out from the city. The Pennsylvania Canal Com- 
tion of canal navigation, agreeably to the provisions of | missioners were aware of this, and_in the exercise of 
the will of the late Stephen Girard, deceased, on the | prudence and sound judgment, they have thought it 
several canals embraced in the act, entitled ‘*A sup- | most advantageous to the interest of the commonwealth 
plement to the act, entitled an act relative to the Penn- |-to fix the toll upon coal at half a cent per ton per mile; 
sylvania canals and rail-roads, passed the thirtieth of | and the committee avail themselves of this opportunity 
March one thousand eight hundred and thirty-two;” and | to express their decided opinion, that the Canal Com- 
in completing the unfinished balance of so much of the | missioners could not better promote the object of con- 
French creek feeder as may be necessary to connect | structing these expensive public works. The cheap- 
with Conneaut lake and French creek; and in perform- | ness and safety of carriage on the Pennsylvania Canal, 
ing their duties under the said act and this act, where | induce traders in coal to desert the beds of the rivers, 








A SUPPLEMENT 


To the act entitled ** An act to enable the mayor, al- 
dermen, and citizens of Philadelphia, to carry into 











the better completion of the work requires a change 
from slack water to canal, it shall be lawful for the ca- 
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and if the toll of the Union and Schuy)kill canals should 
be so reduced, that the articles will bear carriage on 
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them, the trade to Philadelphia will be immense—the 
tonnage on those canals will be immediately increased; 
the mountains which are now of little value, will be 
sought after by capitalists, and the stock of these canals, 
and especially that of the Union Canal, will rise in pro- 
portion, Ina word, if the coal of the Susquehannah 
country can be profitably transported through the Union 
Canal, it may be confidently expected that the city and 
county will be mutually benefited. To attain so desira- 
ble an object, it is to be hoped that the directors of the 
Union and Schuylkill canals will adopt the proper and 
rational mode which our state Canal Commissioners 
have adopted, and in order to induce them to take this 
subject into their serious and immediate consideration, 
we respectfully recommend the adoption of the follow- 
ing resolutions: “—~ 

Resolved, That Charles Chauncey, Benjamin W. 
Richards, Joseph L. Bevan, Simon Gratz, J oseph R. 
Ingersoll, Matthew C. Ralston, Benjamin ‘Tilghman, 
and John L. Hodge, of the city of Philadelphia, be ap- 
pointed a committee to confer with the directors of the 
Union Canal and of the Schuylkill Navigation Company, 
and endeavor to procure a reduction of their tolls on 
the transportation of coal. 

Resolved, That the President of this meeting be re- 
quested to transmit a copy of these proceedings to the 
committee above named, with a request that they will 
represent the interests of their fellow citizens of the in- 
terior, and endeavor to secure the objects above stated. 
That he also be requested to communicate a copy 
thereof to the President of each of the above companies, 
and that the result of the negotiation be published in 
the newspapers of the coal district. 

JABEZ HYDE, Chairman. 
Wn. G. Carpenter, Secretary. 


From Poulson’s American Daily Advertiser. 
TRIP TO FRENCH TOWN. 


The enterprizing and accomplished originators and 
finishers of the New Castle and French Town rail-road, 
having concluded to made a trip to this highly interest- 
ing and valuable link in the chain of our internal im- 
provements, fixed on Saturday last, to review the re- 
sult of their labors. About two hundred gentlemen 
. were invited to join the party. The splendid steam 
boat Wm, Penn, having been handsomely placed at 
their disposal by the president and directors of the Citi- 
zen’s Union Line for the occasion,—at half past nine 
o’clock, A. M. the company being assembled to the 
number of about one hundred and fifty, this gallant 
boat, decked with flags and streamers, got under way, 
Johnson’s fine band of music pouring its rich and heart- 
animating notes upon the ears of the company, and 
thrilling the hearts of the thousands, who, from the 
wharves and buildings, beholding the boat and her de- 
corations, had come out to see and inquire what all this 
meant! 

The day, though cloudy, was pleasant. The air 
from the south-west was refreshing and bracing. The 
recent triumph of the friends of the constitution and li- 
berty, and the corresponding defeat of those who had 
struggled to maintain the present order of things, both 
appeared to mix and mingle in the approaching spectacle. 
The triumph of art, and the pleasures of the festival, 
were intended to be the theme of all tongues, and the 
. enjoyment ofall. The hospitable gentlemen who had 

planned the excursion, seemed to have resolved to 
snatch one day at least from the hurly burly of politics, 
and make it sacred to sociability and enjoyment. Their 
guests were selected, therefore, without regard to par- 
ty. The guests themselves approving the truce, min- 
gled as citizens should on such an occasion, and thus 
was produced a scene of harmony and universal gratifi- 
cation, which will long be remembered. 

It was not possible to descend the river with the ban- 


“ners of liberty waving over us, and the martial notes of 
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the band striking upon our ears, without a momen 
abstraction from the present, and a going back into the 
past, and especially when this river has been so fruit- 
ful in incidents of war-like renown, whose shores have 
been made wet with the blood of the invaders, and with 
that also of the sons of liberty,who dared,even in the in- 
fancy of our strength, to breast those who had been sent 
to rivet upon them the chains of slavery. And the wa- 
ters, too, which on this day were so tranquil, and glid- 
ed onward so smoothly, had been in a foam with the 
bombs and balls, and stained withthe blood shed in that 
same glorious, and holy, and triumphant contest. Mud 
Fort and Red Band will never be seen by any eye that 
has gone over the history of those eventful days, with- 
out awakening joyful recollections of the deeds that 
have made them immortal. And who can look upon 
the waters without thinking that upon their bosom was 
borne the Hyder Ally, and her intrepid commander, 
the gallant Barney, and of the speedy return of that ves- 
sel upon these same waters, with the Gen, Monk, her 
vanquished and splendid prize? 

When within about ten miles of New Castle, a colla- 
tion wasannounced. We will not stop to inquire what 
it is that on an occasian of the sort, whets the appetite 
to so keen an edge, but so it was, we all fell to, and par- 
took of the varied and abundant repast—nor were the 
drinkables less abundant, orless rich. The wines were 
rather too good. 

This over, we were approaching New Castle, and 
here, as if to remind one of the days when it bore, ac- 
cording to Knickerbocker, the neat comfortable name 
of Fort Cassimer, lay a regular built Dutch, ship, just 
from under the hands of the painter! Her precisely 
perpendicular, and half square, and half circular bow, 
and swelling sides, and spreading hips, appeared to 
have been all arranged forthe express purpose of keep- 
ing her from sailing, and securing to the Mynheers on 
board, a freedom from those frequent ablutions which 
those are doomed to experience who venture to sea in 
our cutter-looking ships’and frigates. The wave of the 
ocean that would venture to roll against this genuine 
Dutch model, with any intention of making a visit to 
the deck, would find itself destined to bear upon its 
top the whole of this massy burden. Never was aship 
more gaily ornamented. She reminded one of the fair 
damsels of Manhattan, with their blue stockings, and 
fiery red cloaks, and the short petticoats which were 
constructed for the express purpose of showing off these 
dazzling appendages and the broad hips that were con- 
structed to hold them up. The clamps which connect 
the stays to the hull, and every particle of iron that any 
where occupied an external place, was painted a bright 
red, which formed a most splendid contrast to the dark- 
ness of the hull—and thena lion crouching mounted the 
rudder—and looked like the monarch of the forest, 
about to spring upon some devoted victim. We cer- 
tainly heard him “ roar.” 

We were now landed—but not without making a cir- 
cle in the Delaware, for the gratification of the fair, who 
hearing the music of the band, had-crowded the win- 
dows and porches to witness the display. 

All eyes were now directed to that apparently ani- 
mated and living contrivance, called a locomotive en- 
gine, which, on this occasion was to lead off its own 
tender, and eleven cars, carrying altogether 165 persons, 
the whole weighing, including itself, its tender and 
eleven cars, about 36 tons, or 80,644 pounds. 

At the given signal, the locomotive began its living 
and breathing and triumphant motion; slow at first— 
then faster—till the lengthened train of cars, feeling 
the impulse, followed on, faster and faster, until we 
were pretty soon going at the rate of a mile in a little 
over three minutes! The undulations of the road, when 
ascending, would occasionally retard us, but with only 
the application of about half the power that could have 
been applied, and with the most perfect safety, we 
found ourselves, at the expiration of one hour and nine 
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minutes, at the landing place at French Town, distant 
from New Castle sixteen miles and a half! Not an inci- 
dent happened to break the spell of the enchantment 
which we all felt in cutting the air at this rate—the 
houses and trees all seemed to be rapidly passing us, 
and sometimes a bird would, when we were descend- 
ing, look to the eye as if it’s wings were of no use to it, 
except to expand and close, for it would keep along 
with us like a fixture. Presently wheeling and return- 
ing, it would seem to do more than fly, so rapid was 
the effect of the double motion, we going from it and it 
from us. 

So entirely agreeable is this mode of travelling, and 
so perfect is the confidence in one’s entire security from 
all sorts of danger, that we took a most refreshing nap 
for about fifteen minutes, and thus enjoyed the variety 
of both waking and sleeping. 

Arriving at the landing at French Town, the steam 
boat, the Washington, being there, we were invited on 
beard, and there was spread, on her spacious deck an- 
other collation, full brother in all respects, to that we 
had just shaken hands with on the Delaware. 

There was a monstrous consumption of the good 
things provided here, also. The feast over, and the 
locomotive changing ends, we were all seated—delight- 
fully seated, and in one hour and fourteen minutes we 
were back to New Castle, and on board our noble and 
gaily decked Wm. Penn. The reader must not think 
we went across that tongue of land, without our music. 
There was a car hitched on expressly for the accommo- 
dation of our musical chief, Frank Johnson—and now 
and then the woods were made to resound to the airs 
which nobody can hear from Frank Johnson’s band 
without being delighted. 

We could not help thinking of those days when we 
have had the extreme felicity, and at the risk, at every 
turn of the wheels of the stages, as they would fetch up 
their congregated loads of mud, of being capsized and 
broken to pieces, bones and all, of being about five 
hours in going from this same New Castle, to that iden- 
tical French Town. 

We hope the gentlemen we are about to name will 
excuse us for introducing them into this hasty sketch. 
We do it in this place, because, when we enjoy a good 
thing, it is most natural to think, and with gratitude, of 
those, especially, who, in the gloom of doubtful begin- 
-ning’s, were resolute to meet the difficulties, and perse- 
vering enough to overcome them. We have an exam- 
ple in Palemon—who remembered ‘from whom his 
liberal fortune took its rise.” 

We fancied, as we were gliding so delightfully over 
this rail-way, that all this was enchantment, and that we 
should awaken presently from the dream, and find our- 
selves where we used to be, in mud~and instead of the 
notes of the band, that the driver’s “ gee up,” would 

et our ears, and the crack of his oft-resounding whip 
would make the very horses snort—and we thought we 
saw, in one damp day in November, our friend S. Ne- 
vins, in company with a friend, exploring the ground, 
and planning a rail-road! Doubts hung over the enter- 
rize. But they were not the sort of men to give back 
efore the force of difficulties. It was resolved!—Then, 
W. D. Lewis, the active, intelligent, and persevering 
co-operator, joined in the enterprize. A charter was 
obtained in 1827—operations were commencsd in Au- 
gust, 1830—and the public were introduced to it, and 
this great public benefit was enjoyed in February, 1832! 
Never, from that dull and cloudy morning, until the 
work was complete, did S. Nevins, and W. D. Lewis, 
relax one moment, or grudge to the company and the 
public, a second of their time. It is no fancy—nor is it 
fancy to say that these two active and zealous gentlemen 
are already ranked, as they deserve to be, among the 
benefactors of their race. 

The cost of the road, so far, is $376,487 15. 
resume our hurried narrative, 

The Wm. Penn was soon under way—bearing her 


But we 


delighted company back to the city of brotherly love. 

About five o’clock dinner was announced. We con- 
fess we began to feel ita hard duty. Three dinners 
in,one day appeared like forcing the steam too high. 
But nothing lacking, we went below.{ We will be 
borne out by every person present in saying that it was 
not possible for tables to be more sumptuously furnish- 
ed. The markets could afford nothing that was not 
there—flesh, fish, fowl, vegetables, in every variety— 
fruits and wines, of the richest and most costly sort, as 
abundant as water, and Champaigne flowed from bot- 
tles so numerous, that no man would have felt willing 
to enc »unter the task of counting them. Every thing 
was 9 rranged with a taste which was not less manifest 
than was the abundance, the variety, and the richness 
of the fare. 

James Booth, Esq. president of the company, pre- 
sided, assisted by S, Nevins, Major Stockton and W. 
D. Lewis. 

The cloth being removed, the following regular toasts 
were drunk: , 

1, The constitution of the United States. 

Applause—air, Hail Columbia. 

2. The President of the United States. _ 

President’s March. 

3, The Judiciary of the United States. 

Bursts of applause—The American, 

4, The Congress of the United States. 

Applause—Yankee Doodle, 

5, The Army and Navy. 

Applause—Free trade and sailor’s rights. 

6. The Union—the noblest work of Freemen—ce- 
mented by the blood of our ancestors—May it be rent 
dered perpetual by the virtue and patriotism of their 
descendants. 

Shouts of applause—Star Spangled Banner. 

7. The memory of Washington—*‘First in war-—first 

in peace—and first in the hearts of his countrymen.” 
Drank—standing—and in silence—The Centennial 
dirge, composed by F. Johnson, 

8. Our Country—Here the free spirit of mankind at 
length throws its last fetters off—and who shall fix a li- 
mit to the giant’s unchained strength, or curb his swift- 
, ness in the forward race. 

Great applause—Sweet home. 


9. Charles Carroll, of Carrollton, the survivor of a ° 


band of patriot statesmen. 
Applause—Carrollton March, by F. Johnson, 

10. The Improvement of our Country by Roads and 
Canals—The surest safeguard to the permanency of our 
republican institutions. 

Great applause—Grand Canal March. 

11. The cause of liberty throughout Europe—Now 

,in the hour of adversity and trial, if its votaries prove 
_ constant, its triumph is certain, 
Bursts of applause—Marseilles Hymn. 

12. The states of Maryland and Delaware.—We have 
this day witnessed the happy effects of their enlighten- 
ed legislation. 

Applause—Rail Road March, composed express- 
ly for the occasion, by F. Johnson, 
1S. Our fair Countrywomen. 
Applause—long continued.—Oh! woman. 

When the 10th toast was drank, Richard Peters, Esq. 
rose and addressed the company ina neat and pertinent 
speech, in which he paid deserved compliments, not to 
the triumphant labors of the New Castle and French 
Town Rail Road Company, but to the splendid hospi- 
tality which we were enjoying. He concluded by of- 
fering the following toast, which was drunk with great 
applause. 

The President and Directors of the Citizen’s Union 
Line Steam Boat Company. 

The following letter was announced by the chair as 
having been received from the Hon. John Sergeant, 
accompanied by a toast. It was read, and cheered 
most enthusiastically. 
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‘«Mr, Sergeant’s respects to the President and Di-| liam Penn, and her amiable and accomplished comman- 
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rectors of the New Castle and French Town Rail Road 
Company, and regrets extremely that a professional en- 
ment for Saturday will deprive him of the pleasure 
of availing himself of their kind invitation. He wishes 
them a pleasant day, and complete success in their im- 
portant work. : 

Mr. S. cannot forego the opportunity of remarking 
the interesting evidence afforded by the state of Dela- 
ware of the value of the Union. Though one of the 
smallest of the states in territory and population, she 
has within her borders, in’the Chesapeake and Dela- 
ware Canal, and the New Castle and French Town 
Rail Road, the chief portion of two of the finest monu- 
ments of art applied to facilitate and promote the inter- 
course between our fellow citizens in every quarter of 
this great country, and thus to increase the general 
welfare and her own. 

Philadelphia, October 10, 1852. 

If there should be an opportunity, please give the en- 
closed for me.” 

The toast was— 

The State of Delaware—A sure link in the chain of 
the Union. 

A complimentary toast being given to the Hon. 
Charles F. Mercer, that gentleman rose, and with his 
usual eloquence, electrified the company, by irradiat- 
ing, from the lights of his mind, the great subject of 
internal improvement—and bestowing on Delaware and 
Maryland a beautiful and well merited eulogium, con- 
cluded by offering the following sentiment, which call 
ed forth shouts of applause. 

Rail Roads and Canals—Next to popular education, 
the firmest bond of national union—May they be now 
and for ever capable of resisting executive vetoes and 
South Carolina nullification. 

A complimentary sentiment being offered and re- 
ceived with loud applause, to Mr. Booth, the President 
of the New Castle and French Town Rail Road Compa- 
ny, that gentleman addressed the company in a most 
sensible and well arranged speech. We wish we could 
follow him, and do him justice; but our limits will not 
allow it. Suffice it to say, that he uttered sentiments 
touching the great subject of internal improvement, to 
which every American heart not stuffed with the veto 
doctrines, would respond—and then turning to the 
states of Maryland and Delaware, bestowed on them 
well merited praise—and then viewing the dividing 
line between Delaware and Pennsylvania, in the light 
of an artificial boundary, or one intended only to desig- 
nate where one sovereignty begun and the other ended; 
claimed for Delaware the great city of Philadelphia as 
its emporium, to which the fruits of the industry of 
Delaware were conveyed, and where it always finds a 
market. He aasiel to Philadelphia and Baltimore 
the great honor of furnishing the means for the comple- 
tion of the great work we had just.witnessed, and con- 
cluded with a just and corresponding sentiment. 

Wm. D. Lewis gave—Philip E. Thomas, Esq. the 
faithful and efficient President of the Baltimore and 
Ohio Rail Road Company. The Daniel Boone of rail 
roads in America. 

S. Nevins gave—The memory of Oliver Evans—The 
inflexible pioneer, the leveller of the mountains and 
the forests, that were in the way of those facilities which 


his early labors did so much to put within the grasp of 


those who live after him. 

__ Major Stockton gave—General Winchester, the Pres- 
ident of the Baltimore and Susquehannah Rail Road 
Company—Liberal and intelligent, may the affairs of 
the company over which he presides prosper. 

Hon. Judge Johns gave—Robert L. Stevens, Esq. 
the President of the Camden and Amboy Rail Road 
Company—We look to the success of the magnificent 
enterprize to which his fine talents are now devoted, 
with no less confidence than delight. 


Col. C. G, Childs gave—The noble steamboat Wil- 
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der—May the one long run to comfort passengers, and 
the other long live to enjoy the prosperity he merits, 
his claims to which are so handsomely exemplified by 
his courtesies on this delightful occasion. 

Col. M’Kenny gave—The Graxp Tr10o—Steam, Me- 
chanics, and Enterprize—The annihilators of time and 
space, as exemplified to-day on the New Castle and 
French Town Rail Road—Prosperity to the origina- 
tors and successful prosecutors of this great national 
convenience, 

Mr. Vaughan gave—The memory of Fulton, who 
rendered steamboats efficient, and furnished the strong- 
est link of the chain to bind the United States together. 

Mr. Kneass gave—The memory of time and space, 
annihilated by rail road intercommunication—The 
means, scierice and art; the final cause, national pros- 
perity. 

Mr. Teakle, of Maryland, gave—The American Sys- 


tem, and the integrity of the Union—Demented be the 
man who would meditate the severance of the states, 


A toast being given complimentary to the Hon. Jas. 


Brown, and Louisiana, that gentleman rose, and pane- 


rized Louisiana, in a strain of fervid eloquence, which, 

if the citizens could have heard, would have endeared 
him to them, if possible, more than ever. He went 
among them a young man, He owed, he said, much 
of their attachment to him, to his having acquired their 
language, which wasat that time chiefly Spanish. But 
though connected by many ties to their parent country, 
they were always the advocates of freedom and of law. 
So enamoured were they even so long ago as that, of ° 
the principles which support equal rights, and so de- 
lighted with what, at last, became their inheritance, in 
having extended over them our laws, and being em- 
braced in the mantle of our constitution, that they clung 
to both then, and cling to both yet, with an ardor 
which nothing can ever cool. Leaving them for a sea- 
son, and going to Europe, he returned among them, 
he found they had adopted our language with our laws 
—and so wedded are they to both, that he found as little 
use for his Spanish and French in Louisiana, as he does 
in Philadelphia, He eulogized them as the friends of 
the Union, of the Judiciary, and as enemies to usurpers, 
from no matter what quarter, and concluded by giving 
an appropriate sentiment in behalf of the Union, &c. 
&e, 
Col. Swift, being called on for a toast, came forward, 
and delivered a short, but highly eloquent address, in 
which he illustrated the benefits of the rail road, by 
stating that during the late war it cost $3,000 to trans- 
port a gun from Pittsburg, or Harper’s Ferry, to Lake 
Champlain. Showed the national benefits should war 
come again, and how much the nation owed those en- 
terprizing individuals who were giving such facilities to 
transportatien, and wound up by wishing them every 
possible success and prosperity. 

Patriotic songs were sung—many other toasts were 
given, but we could not get them, and at about nine 
o’clock we were landed, without the slightest accident 
or occurrence of any sort to mar the happiness of the 
day. PRO BONO PUBLICO. 


UNION BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION. 


The annual meeting of this institution was held at the 
Franklin Institute, on Thursday evening. The large 


and respectable assembly which attended on this occa- 


sion, manifested the deep interest which is taken in 
the success of the association. The annual report, 
which we now publish, was read; and will be found an 
_ The report of the ladies, was 
also read; and will be inserted next week. 

From both reports, it will appear, that the mem- 


bers, especially the female, have been very active, and 
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that much good has been the result. Many cases of 
distress have been relieved; children have been placed at 
schools or bound out; anda considerable amount of mo- 
ney has been through their exertions, deposited with 
the Fuel Saving Society—to be returned in wood during 
the winter. ‘T'wo eloquent appeals in behalf of the In- 
stitution were made to the audience by James C. Bid- 
die, and Peter M’Call, Esquires; in which the design 
and advantages of the association, were in a very able 
manner, set forth. It would give us pleasure to record 
their addresses in our pages. 


TO THE UNION BENEVOLENT ASSOCIATION. 


In presenting our first annual report, the Executive 
Board is of the opinion, that it will best promote the 
interests of the institution, to revert to the objects for 
which it was established, and the beneficial results an- 
ticipated from carrying its principles and system into 
operation, as set forth in the address, by which the so- 
ciety first presented itself to the public, and exhibited 
the ground on which it claims support. Then by sim- 
ply narrating what has been effected during the first 
year of its existence, to show, how far those views have 
been found to be correct, and to what extent those ex- 
pectations have been realized. 

For whatever discrepancy there may apparently have 
been, in any of the transactions of the society with its 
avowed disapprobation of general alms-giving; and for 
whatever deficiency existing in the completion of the 
system which we profess to pursue; we trust, that the 
circumstances which led to the one, and the obstacles 
which prevented the other, will be considered as equal- 
ly imperative and unavoidable. 

The ultimate object of the Association, is, to elevate 
and better the condition of the poor, by inculcating the 
principles of an efficient morality, and calling forth, or 
cherishing in their minds a spirit of independence and 
self estimation, which will produce habits of thoughtful- 
ness, and reliance on their own resources. 

This transformation of character we propose to effect 
by the simple agency of plain instruction, and cheering 
council, conveyed through the abodes of the destitute 
by the familiar visitation of those more elevated in life; 
who, rendering themselves acquainted with their habits 
ofdomestic economy, may at the same time that they 
point out the causes of existing depression, strive to 
teach the means whereby the greatest number of com- 
forts may be obtained at the least possible cost, 

As auxiliaries in promoting so desirable an end, our 
design embraces the encouragement of new modes of 
industrious occupation, the collecting and communicat- 
ing to the labourer a knowledge of situations where he 
may procure work, and the wages which his exertions 
will command; affording him through the medium of 
tracts, facilities for obtaining information on practical 
subjects; instructing his wife in the most advantageous 
employment of her needle, the most frugal manner of 
providing for her family, and impressing upon her, the 
value of thrift and economy in conducting all her house- 
hold affairs. Urging upon those who may require it, the 
necessity of giving their children suitable education, 
and undertaking to place them in schools where they 
may obtainit; or, to procure situations for those who can 
be spared from home; and inducing all to lay by, as a 
resource for the future, such portion of their weekly or 
monthly income, as they can spare; instead of spending 
it in dissipation, or personal gratification. 

The completion of a work so extensive and diver- 
sified, as is embraced in this general outline, cannot be 
expected, without the expense c* much time, and great 
labour: but nevertheless, we are ».rsuaded, that by per- 
severance, and proper management, it may be so far 
attained, as to strip poverty of the jharacter of impro- 
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vidence and willing dependence, with which it has been 
so long branded, 

To facilitate the accomplishment of so desirable a re- 
sult, we have availed ourselves of locality, and division 
of labour: employing numerous agents, who concen- 
trate their exertions upon a given department, and so 
systematize their operations, as to act with equal force 
upon every individual part. We thus prevent the 
waste of strength which results from diffused, irregu- 
lar, and unconnected efforts. 

In the execution of this system, both ladies and gen- 
tlemen are interested, but upon the zealous co-opera- 
tion of the former success mainly depends. On them 
devolves the important duty of general visitation among 
the poor; and inspection into their habits, and means of 
self-maintenance; while the gentlemen are called upon 
to attend such cases only, as from peculiar eircumstan- 
ces properly demand their exclusive attention, and also 
to render such assistance as may be necessary, when re- 
quested by the lady visitors. 

The division of the city proper into twelve districts, 
is made by constituting Market and Spruce streets the 
dividing lines running from east to west; and Sixth, 
Twelfth, and Schuylkill Sixth streets, the same from 
north to south. The numbering begins at the north- 
east district, which is within Vine and Market, the 
Delaware river and Sixth street. No. 2, is within Mar- 
ket and Spruce, the Delaware and Sixth street; and No. 
3, is within Spruce and South, the Delaware and Sixth: 
then commencing again with the most northern, No. 4, 
is within Vine and Market, Sixth and Twelfth streets; 
and so on as before. 

The Northern Liberties are divided into four districts, 
by Coates’ and Third streets. Numbers one and two are 
between the Delaware river and Third street, the num- 
bering beginning with the south-east. Southwark is 
divided by Catharine and Third streets, into four dis- 
tricts; numbers one and two being between the Dela- 
ware and Third street: the numbering beginning with 
the north-east. Each of these districts is sub-divided 
into numerous small sections, which are respectively 
placed under the care ofa greater or less number of vi- 
sitors; according to the amount of pauperism, and the 
labour to be performed. 

Although the plan of the society is thus simple, and, 
as we believe, the beneficial effects which must result 
from it, self-evident; yet in the organization of so ex- 
tensive an enterprize, there are so many obstacles to be 
surmounted, and so many subjects to claim attention, 
that much time was necessarily consumed before the 
members became thoroughly engaged in the cause of 
reformation. The work of charity has been so long 
prosecuted within our city, and the poor reap so richa 
harvest from the many noble alms-giving institutions 
with which it abounds; that too many had allowed them- 
selyes to be deceived; and concluding that enough had 
already been done, or was doing, it required considerable 
time and explanation, before a sufficient number could 
be enlisted in the service, to allow of our commencing 
with any prospect of success, 

By the reports received from the Board of the La- 
dies Branch, which branch, constitutes by far the most 
efficient part of the association, it appears that the or- 
ganization of committees for the different districts, and 
the appointment of visitors in the respective sections, 
were necessarily performed at various periods. But 
previous to the middle of February the whole was com- 
pleted; and upwards of four hundred and fifty ladies 
entered, as visitors, upon the arduous duties which 
were necessarily involved in the first encounter with an 
indigent population; many of whom recoiled at the ex- 
posure of their necessities; while the ter part assail- 
ed them with the importunities of alleged want. Be- 
sides urging upon these the need of exerting them- 
selves in proportion to the difficulties which surrounded 
them, and assisting them to engage in the occupations 
to which they had been trained, or such as under ex- 
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isting circumstances they were able to pursue; it is in- 
cumbent upon the visitors to inculcate the practice of 
rigid economy, and habits of cleanliness; and to take 
care that suitable attendance and assistance are render- 
ed to those suffering under sickness, or any peculiar 
misfortune; at the same time guarding against imposi- 
tion, and carefully applying the bounty bestowed by 
them, for other charitable institutions. : 

Of the satisfactory manner in which these duties have 
been performed, the following gratifying testimony is 
borne in the second report of the Ladies Board. Af- 
ter speaking of the necessity of taking an early op- 
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ing was $4196.98, Two hundred and sixty-seven cords 
of wood were purchased at different periods, and dis- 
tributed by the visitors of the respective sections, in 
portions not exceeding a quarter of a cord, to such fa- 
milies as were found most in need of it. Various small 
sums of money were placed in the hands of the differ- 
ent district committees, to be appropriated in such 
manner as they might deem most advisible. This money 
was principally expended in the purchase of Indian 
meal and potatoes, which were dispensed under the di- 
rection of the ladies, 

For a full account of the manner in which the trust 


portunity to give more extensive information of the ori- | confided to the Society was fulfilled, we must refer to 


ginal design of the association, and to urge conformity 
to its principles, they add, “While these suggestions 
are thrown out, we are happy to say, that it is believed 
the great majority of the visitors are judicious, faithful, 
and efficient; acting in accordance with its rules, and in 
conformity with its principles. Complaints have been 


the above mentioned report of the committee as pub- 
lished by direction in Hazard’s Register. * 

In addition to the sum received from the public libe- 
rality, the Board are happy to acknowledge that aid 
has been obtained from various benevolent institutions, 
which have made our visitors the medium for conferring 


occasionally made, that they do not relieve the poor. It | their benefits on such classes as they were designed to 


is true that they do not comply with every request; for 
they are better judges of the circumstances of those they 
so frequently visit, than others, who merely hear a tale 
of distress, and call for relief.’’ 

No sooner did the visitors begin their labour in the 
respective sections, than they found that the unexpect- 
ed commencement of cold weather, its extraordinary se- 
verity, and the general prevalence of an epidemic; had 
so far aggravated the usual wants and distresses of the 
lower classes, that it would be necessary to resort to 
some means, other, than those possessed by the society, 
for furnishing relief adequate to the emergency. Those 
who from voluntary idleness, or improvidence, had ta- 
ken no precaution to guard against want; those, who by 
sickness, or other unavoidable misfortunes, were pre- 
vented from pursuing the means which had heretofore 
afforded them support; and many who owing to the in- 
ordinate price of fuel, found their accustomed resources 
altogether inadequate to procure the necessaries of life; 
all these presented cases of suffering, which, in the 
depth of an unusually rigorous winter required imme- 
diate pecuniary aid. 

This state of things having been communicated tothe 
Board, they deemed it expedient to call a public meet- 
ing of the citizens, and to lay before them the state of 
the poor, as brought to light by the inspection of the vis- 
itors; and to trust to their well known liberality for the 
funds indispensably requisite for administering relief. 
And although the bestowal of alms, is not embraced in 
the design of the society; yet asthe condition of the poor 
could be more fully investigated, and the money raised, 
more economically appropriated, by those who were so 
frequently mingling with them as our visitors; it was re- 
solved to undertake the distribution of such portion of it, 
as the public should be willing to place at our disposal; and 
a pledge was given, that in no instance should the funds 
be applied, without a personal inquiry into the circum- 
stances of the parties relieved. A committee of the 
board was appointed to purchase such articles as were 
required, and to superintend their division among the re- 
spective districts; who were enjoined to take special 
care that the intentions of the association should be com- 
plied with, and the pledge given to the public, faithfully 
redeemed. The report of that committee presented to 
the board in April last, was laid before the second quar- 
terly meeting of the Association. It shows, that we 
were not deceived in our expectation of receiving an 
ample supply, from a community whose sympathies are 
so quickly aroused by the cry of calamity; and that 
this supply was applied in such manner as most effec- 
tually to relieve the existing want; and at the same 
time to further the objects of the society, by placing 
within the reach of many of the poor, the means of 
ee in future their own support, accompanied by 

habits of industry, frugality, pe temperance. 
The whole amount paid into the hands of our treasur- 
er by the several collectors appointed at the town-meet- 


| assist. 
It isalso due to the Guardians of the Poor and their 
| Officers, to mention the promptitude with which they 
have attended to those cases, which ithas been found 
necessary to place under their notice. 

By the reports of the Board of Managers of the La- 
dies Branch, it appears, there have been 2669 families 
regularly visited: of whom 1068 have been relieved. 
One hundred and eighty-nine adults have been furnished 
with regular employment, and one hundred and twen- 
ty-eight placed at school; eighty-two children have 
been put into families, at trades, or sent to sea; and 

| six hundred and ninety-eight placed at school. 

Eighteen persons have been induced to deposit in the 
Savings Fund Bank, 408 in the Fuel Saving Society, 
and several to place in the hands of visitors small sums 
to be applied in the payment of rent. In several in- 
stances, families, or individuals have been relieved from 

| the inconvenience of debts pressing upon them, and 
from which they saw no means of freeing themselves; 
and that without giving or advancing any money, but 
simply by prevailing upon them tomake a small weekly 
deposit saved by economy from their usual earnings. 

In some cases of peculiar hardship, it has been found 
requisite to afford pecuniary aid, in order to prevent 
the accumulation of distress sinking the unfortunate 
victim into despondency. When judiciously applied it 
not only administers immediate relief, but stimulates to 
unwearied exertions. The following case reported by 

| the visitors of the first district, illustrates the truth of this 
remark. ‘‘The visitors found in the first month last a 
poor woman in a suffering condition. Her husband had 
deserted her, leaving one quarter’s rent due,and in debt 
for bread, milk, groceries, &c.; and two small children, 
the eldest not three years of age, dependent upon her 
forsupport. From that time (1st month) until the first 
of fourth month she paid her rent by her own earnings. 
The Catholic Society, and a few visitors paid the ar- 
tearage for rent. Since the 1st of fourth month, she 
has redeemed her quilt from the pawnbroker, paid 
nine dollars towards the recovery of an article on which 
she had taken up money; paid debts to the amount of 
seven dollars, and at the expiration of this quarter, with 
her present prospects, it will be in her power to pay her 
rentagain. She was sick two weeks, and at that time 
received a few groceries. She was assisted with one 
quarter of wood, cold provisions and old clothes, She 
is sanguine of success, and says ‘she ishappy, now she 
is noticed.’ This individual is a seamstress, and owes 
her present comparatively comfortable circumstances to 
thecounsel of her visitors.” 

Loudly as the reports speak in commendation 
of the untiring zeal of those engaged in the service 
of the Association; yet they do not afford a correct 
view of all that has been done. In some instances 
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whole districts have not reported on many important} enable poor widows to open shops for the sale of tapes, 
items, and in several other districts, whole sections have | pins and needles, &c. or to prevent their being obliged 
made no reports. In the second report from the ladies | to close such shops, already established. ‘The money 
board, they say “It is to be regretted that all the reports | advanced is returned in small sums paid weekly or 
do not contain a particular statement of what has been | monthly. 
done. The words ‘many,’ ‘several,’ &c. are used; In reverting to the causes of impoverishment as 
instead of the precise number. In some instances, the | discoverable by the visitors; it is found that intem- 
amount of money is given without the number of de-| perance, either as a remote or immediate agent, is 
positors: in others the number of depositors without | the most general; the most overwhelming in its effects, 
the amount of money. Thus the visitors do not do/| andthe most difficult to eradicate. Idleness, and the 
justice to themselves, nor show what the society is ac- | hope of support from public charity, lower the moral 
complishing. ‘The amount of moral influence exerted | condition of those who indulge them, and create habits 
it is impossible to report; but this may in some measure | of dependence every way injurious; but we may en- 
be judged, of, by things that admit of calculation.” counter these, with much greater prospect of success 
Independent of the number stated as having been | crowning our efforts to revive the long dormant spirit of 
placed at school; a school has been established within | independence, and feeling of moral obligation; than 
the limits of the twelfth district, by the indefatigable | where we have to contend witha vice, which, while it 
exertions of the visitors of the fifth,who have the for-| destroys the power for making exertion, at the same 
mer district under their care; at which there is a daily | time deadens every feeling of shame, and renders its 
attendance of poor children, averaging about seventy | victim equally insensible to his own, and his family’s 
in number. The following highly interesting account| welfare. Weare happy to note in the several reports, 
of the origin and opening of this Seminary is extracted | many instances narrated, in which the elevating princi- 
from the quarterly report of April. “The visitors of | ple that influences the operations of the Society, has 
this district (the twelfth) found a large number of chil- | been evinced, by a reformation in both morals and man- 
dren living in idleness and ignorance. They endeavour-| ners: where the pauper has been reclaimed from ha- 
ed to place them in public schools. Their remote situ- | bitsof indolence, improvidence, and vice; and an op- 
ation was an objection; the schools were alsoso crowd-| portunity afforded him to become a respectable and 
ed that they could not be admitted. Feeling for the | useful member of society. 
destitution of these children, and assured that any influ- We notice the following instances among others 
ence overtheir parents was to be gained through them; | mentioned in the reports. In district No. 1, city pro- 
they applied to the Secretary of the Board of Comp-| per, the visitors ‘*mention one man whose wife and 
trollers of public schools for some provision for this { children were reduced to want by his intemperance, 
district. Owing to recent arrangements, in other parts | who appears to have become so much ashamed of the cir- 
of the city, the visitors were informed that nothing | cumstance after it claimed their attention as to renounce 
could be done thisyear. Here a question arose— | the practice of using strong drink. From that time 
shall we wait another year, and allow these children to | (for about five months) he has maintained his family, 
make twelve months progress in ignorance and vice, or | and is now able to lay up money.” One visitor of the 
shall we open aschool, and under Providence, trust | fourth district mentions the-case of a mother with an in- 
to the liberality of the friends of education for its sup- | fant sixteen months old, lost to all the proprieties of life, 
port? The question was soon decided, and now upon | forsaken by her friends, her abode without a parallel 
the banks of the Schuylkill between eighty and} for uncleanliness and confusion. She hasbeen aroused; 
one hundred children are collected together for the | her room presents a very different appearance; she has 
urpose of instruction. The little meeting-house be-| been to a place of worship, and though very far still 
onging to the Baptist Church under the care of the | from the desire of the visitors, they are not without 
Rev. Mr. Brantly has been gratuitously granted for the | hope that the reformation will progress. 
use of the school. A stove and fuel have been given.| ‘‘Some interesting circumstances (say the visitors of 
The school is entirely under the management of three | the sixth district) have come to our knowledge which we 
visitors to whom it owes its existence; although ‘all the | think worthy of noting; not because there is any thing 
visitors of the fifth and twelfth districts feel a local in- | remarkable in the facts themselves; but simply to prove 
terest in it, and aid in collecting for its support.” An-| by a few examples out of many which could be adduc- 
other school it is expected will be opened this fall,in the | ed, the benefit to be derived from the visiting system.” 

















tenth district, as appears from the following paragraph | Among others given is the following. ‘A female was 
contained in the July report. ‘*The schools are so re- | visited who was found lying ona bundle of straw, in the 
mote from a large number of very small children that | corner of a miserable hovel. She was diseased; both 
the parents are unwilling to send them. Impressed with | herself and husband intemperate, and surrounded by 
the importance of having a school in this district, the | companions of similar habits. A physician was provid- 
visitors, on the 25th of June, resolved to make an ef-| ed; her immediate wants relieved; and she was per- 
fort to establish one. A good room has been obtain-| suaded to send her children to an Infant School, which 
ed on the banks of the Schuylkill near Arch street, | she did; sending one every day neatly clad. Her hus- 
through the liberality of Mr. Kerr who granted it free | band soon after died of cholera, and she now appears 
of charge. The visitors have since called upon the} tobe aroused toa sense of her real condition, exerts 
inhabitants of their sections to collect funds; of course, | herself for the support of her family; and attends a 
entirely independent of the Union Benevolent Associa- | place of worship.” 
tion. “The father of a family in the seventh district who 
In the third district a work room was opened and con- ; had given himself up to habits of intemperance, has, it 
tinued forsome time, where a number were supplied | is hoped, through the influence of the visitor, reformed. 
with plain sewing; but for want of adequate funds it was | For several months he has entirely abstained, and though 
— to be closed in April last. It was particularly | strong inducements were offered to him to abandon his 
useful to a few old women, who can do nothing but | wise resolve, he continues sober.” 
coarse sewing, and who found it difficult to procure it} The report of district No. 10 states, ‘The materials 
in any other way; they expressed much regret when | mentioned in the last report as purchased to furnish 
the committee were obliged to refuse supplying them | work for the infirm poor have employed several. A 
any longer. poor woman has been enga to sell the garments 
In some instances the visitors have found it useful to | made, upon commission, She is lame, and supports 
redeem articles pawned; butto require the payment of | herselfby a little shop, of which these things form a part 
the money advanced; of course, without interest. In| of the stock. By this arrangement the small sum entrust- 
other cases smallsums of money have been loaned to| ed to the committee is made useful,and not exhausted,” 
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The establishment ofa Reference Office and the ser- 
vices of an Agent being found indispensably requisite, 
a committee was nominated to receive applications and 
make the necessary arrangements, and in April the 
board appointed William E. Sherman, agent, and open- 
ed the office in Carpenter street near 7th. 

Among other duties enjoined upon the agent are the 
following. 

To ascertain, as far as practicable, where employ- 
ment can obtained, and to keep a record of 'the same; 
specifying the different kinds, ,as well as the rate of 
wages paid for each. To give the poor making appli- 
cation for employment, such advice and assistance as 
may aid them in obtaining it. To obtain a list of all the 
charitable institutions existing in the district; and keep 
a register of the same as well as those which may be 
hereafter established; showing the names of their offi- 
cers, and the kind and extent of relief they afford. 

To him the visitors apply for such information and as- 
sistance, as they may require, and he is capable of com- 
municating. By his report it will be seen, that during 
the prevalence of the cholera in our city, in addition to 
the usual duties of his office, he was zealously and labo- 
riously engaged in rendering advice and assistance to ma- 
ny of the suffering poor who were brought under his 
notice; and that through his exertions, several orphan 
children were rescued from the inevitable destruction 
which appeared to await them, and placed under the 
care of those benevolent ladies who superintended the 
asylum in Library street. 

It is highly desirable that all persons, or companies, 
who employ Sinem would transmit to the agent, in- 
formation when in want of workmen; the kind of work 
to be done; and the rate of wages generally paid. 

Deficiency in the demand for those kinds of occupa- 
tions, in which the poor are usually engaged, and the 
inadequate compensation received, are evils severely 
felt by a large class, who owe their indigence to no 
aversion to labor. ae prevent the ‘industrious poor 
from making, provision for the winter; have obliged ma- 
ny to cease depositing for fuel; and during the preva- 
lence of sickness and suffering in the past summer, when 
many were unable to obtain employment of any de- 
scription; several were obliged to withdraw the small 


| 


Although we carefully avoid the donation of money, 
and all other alms, so far as circumstances will admit of 
it; and are anxiously solicitous to withdraw the poor 
from the expectation of receiving any assistance in that 
way; yet it is indispensably necessary, that the society 
should be posssessed of funds, sufficient to meet the 
demand made in cases of extraordinary suffering, 
brought under the notice of visitors, requiring immedi- 
ate relief to be administered. With the number of mem- 
bers now belonging to the association, the annual con- 
tribution is entirely inadequate to defray the expenses 
necessarily incurred; and while we solicit every indivi- 
dual to aid by joining in membership with us, we must 
appeal to public liberality for the means to render our ex- 
ertions availing. 

In reviewing the operations of the past year, notwith- 
standing so much remains to be done, we nevertheless 
trust there will be found encouragement sufficient to sti- 
mulate to unrelaxed exertion. Experience amply proves 
that the peculiar system which characterizes the associ- 
ation, viz. location and division of labour, is productive 
of the happiest effects. 

By assigning to each visitor a small section, within 
which the attention and labour is limited, the beneficial 
influence of locality is soon felt, both by those to whom 
the section is allotted, and those who reside within it. 
The former by becoming familiar withthe extent and 
character of the field in which labour is to be perform- 
ed, are more likely to prosecute with vigor such im- 
provement as it manifestly requires; especially as they 
perceive that every day’s toil accelerates its accomplish- 
ment: while the cordial intercourse which is gradually 
established, imperceptibly creates a feeling of affection- 
ate interest in the concerns of all with whom they are 
thus personally associated. On the part of the latter, 
(the visited,) it is found that repeated kindly offered 
instruction and assistance speedily counteract any dis- 
tant or unsocial feeling, and soon opens a free communi- 
cation of circumstances and wants which would have re- 
mained unknown, but for these benevolent attentions 
frequently proffered. 

Example soon lends its aid in inspiring confidence. 
One family informs its neighbour of disinterested ser- 
vices rendered, or benefits conferred, and they are led 


sums they had placed in the hands of visitors for that | to seek counsel and instruction from the same source, 


purpose. 


A committee of the Board have had | until the influence of the advisers is found to pervade 


this subject referred to their particular care, and | the whole location. 


we trust that ere long, some, though a partial remedy 
will be applied. 

As it isa matter of much importance that the poor 
should be enabled to use their fuel in the most ad- 
vantageous and economical manner, a committee has 
been appointed to consider whether it be expedient 
to recommend through the visitors a proper stove or 
grate for anthracite; to be used by such persons as may 
consult them on the subject; and if they deem it expedi- 
ent, to suggest the best apparatus for that purpose. 

The suppression of street begging, by which means 
so many live upon the public, the cause of whose pov- 
erty is either indolence or vice; is a result anxiously de- 
sired by the society; and the subject has claimed the se- 
rious consideration ofthe Board, But owing to the dif- 
ficulty of executing any plan, whereby we may enable 
those families which have broken victuals to give away, 
to dispose of them without waste or inconvenience; and 
to refuse the solicitations of those who apply at their 
doors; we have not yet been able to effect much towards 
accomplishing this important reformation, The subject 

however is not lost sight of. 

We anticipate that more full effect will be given to 
the system of visitation and inspection into the situation 
of the poor, during the ensuing year, inasmuch as the 
Board have succeeded in obtaining the services of gen- 
tlemen in every section who are willing and capable of 
rendering such assistance as may be required. This 


duty the Board have heretofore had t fi inci- 
pally themselves. eo >! POLES Pome 


The numerous noble charitable institutions with 
which our city is so conspicuously adorned, prove 
conclusively, that philanthropy and beneficence have 
many willing votaries. Yet the situation of the poor 
notwithstanding all that has been done, proves, even 
to a casual observer, that the most liberal distri- 
bution of alms, or the most extensive provision for the 
indigent, tend to produce but little permanent improve- 
ment in their condition. We believe little can be done 
towards effecting that improvement, until the poor are 
brought in some measure, under the redeeming influ- 
ence of morality and intelligence: This is the object 
which we have in view. So great a moral change can 
not be effected within a period of time so short as has 
been the existence of this association; and with the best 
devised system it will not be achieved without much la- 
bour and perseverance. But from what has already 
been performed, we may reasonably hope that success 
may be finally attained. It is true the work is one of 
magnitude; but a spirit is abroad which prompts to the 
enterprize, and possesses strength adequate to the task. 
Not by enjoining the inordinate exertions of a few, but 
soliciting the concerted operation of the many; each la- 
bouring in his or her peculiar department. However 
small their allotted portion may be, and however with- 
drawn from the glare of publicity, yet if it be thorough- 
ly inspected and reformed, the necessary result will be, 
to rescue the whole from poverty and degradation. 

THOMAS C, JAMES, President. 
(Attested,) James J. Bancrar, R. S. 
October, 1832. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCIL. 


Friday, Oct. 12, 1832. 

The Select Council was organized by the election of 
Joseph R. Ingersoll, Esq. as President, Mr. A. Randall, 
as Clerk;—Lydia R. Bailey, as Printer, and Wm. Black- 
burn, as Messenger. 

The Common Council was organized by the election 
of Mr. Henry Troth as President, and Robert Hare, jun. 
as Clerk. The Common Council concurred in the elec- 
tion of Lydia R. Bailey, as Printer, and William Black- 
burn, as Messenger. 


who congratulated him on his election, conducted him 
to the chair of office, and retired, 

Col. Swift then received the congratulations of the 
numerous citizens inthe room, After which he en- 
tered upon the duties of office; in the discharge of 
which, we wish him success, for his own and for the ci- 
ty’s sake. 

During the joint session of the Councils, and indeed 
long before the hour of meeting, the Council Chamber 
was crowded with citizens, within and outside the bar 
who watched with the greatest earnestness the result of 
the vote. As might have been expected in such a 


The Common Council appointed as the committee on | place, and from citizens of Philadelphia, the utmost de- 


unfinished business, Messrs. Morris and Lapsley. 
Agreeably to the rules of intercourse, the following 
gentlemen were appointed a Watering Committee: 
Messrs. J. P. Wetherill, H. Toland, M. Fox, L. Lewis, 
E. Haines, J. Byerly, J. Gowen, and R. McMullen. 
The Councils adjourned to meet on Tuesday morn- 
ing, at 11 o’clock, to elect the Mayor.—PhAil. Gaz. 


From the United States Gazette of October 17. 
THE MAYOR. 


Yesterday morning, at 11 o’clock precisely, the Se- 
lect and Common Councils met in their respective cham- 
bers. Shortly after their organization, notice was re- 
ceived that the Select Council was ready to meet the 
Common Council. 

The Select Council was received with the customary 
ceremonies by the other branch, and the President, Jo- 
seph R. Ingersoll, announced to the joint meeting that 





corum prevailed. 


The 11th Vol. of the Encyclopedia Americana, has 
just made its appearance. The two following bio- 
graphical sketches are derived from it. 


DAVID RITTENHOUSE. 


Davin Ritrennovss, a distinguished American as- 
tronomer, was born near Germantown, Pennsylvania, 
April 8, 1732. During his early years, he was employ- 
ed on his father’s farm; yet, even there, his peculiar ge- 
nius manifested itself. His younger brother used to 
say, that while David was employed in the fields, he 
repeatedly observed the fences, and even the plough 
with which he had been working, marked over with 
mathematical figures. The construction of a wooden 
clock exhibited the first evidence of his mathematical 


the object of their assembling was to choose a Mayor of | talents. He was then but seventeen years of age, and 


the city. He then named Charles Massey as teller on | had never received any instruction, either in mathema- 
the part of the Select Council, and the President of} tics or mechanics. The delicacy of his constitution, 
the Common Council, Henry Troth, named Joseph R. | and the irresistible bent of his genius, soon after in- 


Chandler as teller for that body. 


duced his parents to allow of his giving up his husban- 


At the first attempt there was no choice, 28 votes ha- | dry, and to procure for him the tools of a clock and 


ving been given, whereof John Swift had 14, and Sam- 
uel Rush 8, and 6 were scattering. On the second call- 
ing of the names, there were 29 members present, Mr. 
Groves, of the Select Council, having entered. Nine- 
teen answered ‘‘for John Swift,’ and ten *‘for Samuel 
Rush.” 
The following was the vote on the second ballot: 
For Joux Swirt, 





mathematical instrument maker. From the age of 
eighteen to twenty-five, he applied himself with the 
greatest assiduity, beth to his trade and to his studies. 
Engaged throughout the day in the former, it was only 
the time commonly assigned to rest, or, to use his own 


| expression, his id/e hours, that he could devote to the 
latter. Yet, with so little time at his command, with 


but two or three books, and without the least instruc- 


$. Council—Messrs Fox, Lewis, McCredy, H. Toland, | tion, he acquired so considerable a knowledge of the 


Worrell. 


mathematical sciences, as to be able to read the Princi- 


C.Council—Messrs. Aken, Byerly, Chandler, Elliott, | pia of Newton. It is even asserted, that he discovered 


Gilder, Huston, Lapsley, Merrick, Sailor, Smith, R. To- 
land, Troth, S, P. Wetherill, Morris. 
For Samvet Russa, 


8. Council—Messrs. Eyre, Groves, Ingersoll, Massey, | 


Neff, J. P. Wetherill. 
C. Council—Borie, Maitland, McMullen, Yarnell. 





the method of fiuxions, and that he did not know, until 
some years afterwards, that Newton and Leibnitz.had 
contested the honor of an invention of which he deem- 
ed himself the author. It was during this double em- 
ployment of his time in labor and in study, that Mr. Rit- 


| tenhouse planned and executed an instrument, in which 


After this had been announced by the President of | his mathematical knowledge, and his mechanical skill, 
the Select Council, Messrs. Lawrence Lewis, of the | were equally required, This instrument was the orre- 
S. C. and S. P. Wetherill, of the C. C. were appointed | ry. Machines, intended to give to the student of as- 
a committee to wait on the Mayor elect, and request his | tronomy a general conception of the relative motions of 
attendance in the Council Chamber. Shortly after | the heavenly bodies, had been constructed before; but 
wards the Mayor elect was introduced by the commit- | the object of Mr. Rittenhouse was, to construct an in- 
tee, and informed by the presiding officer of his elec-| strument, by means of which he could exhibit, with ac- 
tion; he then took the oath of office, administered by | curacy, the positions of the planets and their satellites 
Alderman Binns. at any given period of the world, past, present, or fu- 

The Mayor then expressed his heartfelt acknowledg- ; ture. It was, in fact, to make a kind of perpetual as- 
ments to the Councils, for the mark of their confidence, | tronomical almanac, in which the results, instead of be- 
avowed his «listrust in his own abilities to discharge the | ing given in tables, were to be actually exhibited to 
duties which he then assumed, professed his desire to | the eye. In this attempt he succeeded. Two of these 
receive aid and advice from the Council, and added an | orreries were made by his ownhands. One belongs to 
assurance that whatever errors might be found in his | the university of Pennsylvania; the other to the college 
administratiop, should be imputable to the head and not |of Princeton. In 1796, Mr. Rittenhouse was named 
to the heart. | one of the committee, appointed by the American philo- 

The Mayor then exchanged felicitations with every | sophical society, to observe the transit of Venus over 
member of the Councils. the sun’s disk, which happened June 3 of that year. A 

After the adjournment of the Councils, the Mayor was | temporary observatory was directed to be built for the 
conducted to the police office, which was crowded with | purpose, near his residence. In silence, and trembling 
citizens; here he was received in a very handsome man- | anxiety, Mr. Rittenhouse and his friends waited for the 
ner, by the late Mayor, Benjamin W. Richards, Esq. | predicted moment of observation; it came, and brought 
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with it all that had been wished for and expected by 
those who saw it. In our own philosopher, it excited, 
in the instant of one the contacts of the planet with 
the sun, an emotion of delight so exquisite and powerful 
as to induce fainting. The reputation which Mr. Rit- 
tenhouse had now so justly acquired, as an astronomer, 
attracted the attention of the government, and he was 
employed in several geodesic operations of great pub- 
lic importance. In 1779, he was appointed by the le- 
gislature of Pennsylvania, one of the commissioners for 
adjusting a territorial dispute between that state and 
Virginia; and the success of this commission is ascribed, 
in a great degree, to his skill and prudence. In 1786, 
he was employed in fixing the northern line, which di- 
vides Pennsylvania from New York. In 1769, he was 
employed in settling the limits between New York and 
New Jersey; and, in 1787, he was called upon to assist 
in fixing a boundary line between the states of Massa- 
chusetts and New York. Mr. Rittenhouse was elected 
a member of the American academy of arts and sciences, 
at Boston, in 1782, and of the royal society of London, 
in 1795. In 1791, he was chosen the successor of doc- 
tor Franklin, in the presidency of the American philo- 
sophical society. All his philosophical communications 
were made through the medium of the Transactions of 
this society, and the list of his papers, printed in the 
three first volumes, showing his zeal for science and the 
ferility of his genius. In 1777, doctor Rittenhouse was 
appointed treasurer of Pennsylvania, in which office he 
continued until 1789. In 1789, he was appointed, by 
the general government, director of the mint of the U. 
States. The mechanical skill of doctor Rittenhouse 
rendered him a highly useful officer. In 1795, he was 
obliged to resign in consequence of the state of his 
health. His constitution, naturally feeble, had been 
rendered still more so by sedentary labor and midnight 
studies, and on the twenty-sixth of June, 1796, he died. 
His last illness was short and painful, but his patience and 
benevolence did not forsake him. Upon being told that 
some of his friends had called at his door to inquire how 
he was, he asked why they were not invited into his 
chamber to see him. ‘* Because,” said his wife, “ you 
are too weak to speak to them.” ‘‘Yes,” said he, 
“that is true, but { could have still pressed their hands.” 
In private life, doctor Rittenhouse exhibited all those 
mild and amiable virtues by which it is adorned, Asa 
husband, a father, and a friend, he was a model of ex- 
cellence. Immediately after his decease, the American 
Philosophical Society decreed him the honor of a public 
eulogium; and the duty was executed in the ablest man- 
ner by doctor Rush, In 1813, a large volume of me- 
moirs of his life was published by his relative, William 
Barton, esquire, of Lancaster, the materials for which 
w ere derived from the work just mentioned. 





BENJAMIN RUSH. 


Benjamin Rush, M. D., was born on the 24th Decem- 
ber, 1745 (old style,) near Philadelphia, and, in 1759, 
entered the college of Princeton, where he graduated, 
in 1760, before he had completed his fifteenth year. 
_The next six years of his life were devoted to the study 
of medicine. During his novitiate, he translated the 
aphorisms of Hippocrates into English, and also began 
to keep a note-book of remarkable occurrences, which 
he continued through life. From a part of this record, 
written in the seventeenth year of the author’s age, we 
derive the only account of the yellow fever of 1762, in 
Philadelphia, _ In 1766, he went to Edinburgh to study 
at the university in that city, and took his degree of M. 
D. there in 1768, The next winter he spent in London; 
in the spring, he went to France; in the autumn, he 
returned to Philadelphia, and commenced the practice 

of his profession. In 1769, he was elected professor 
of chemistry in the college of Philadelphia, and when, 
in 1791, the college was merged in the university of 
Pennsylvania, he was appointe professor of the insti. 


BENJAMIN RUSH. 
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tutes and practiee of medicine, and of clinical practice. 
In the previous year, he had begun to publish his new 
principles of medicine, depending chiefly for the cure 
of diseases upon bleeding and cathartics; and these 
were more or less developed by him in his successive 
annual courses of lectures, for the subsequent twenty- 
three years of his life. Inthe year 1793, when Phila- 
delphia was desolated by the yellow fever ton extent 
almost -_ to that of the ravages of the plague in the 
old world, the theories and the active strength of doc- 
tor Rush’s genius were put to the test. All the physi- 
cians, for some time after the commencement of this 
disease, were unsuccessful in its treatment. Doctor 
Rush adopted a new mode of treatment, to which he 
was led by a manuscript of Doctor Mitchell, of Virginia, 
respecting the yellow fever which prevailed there in 
1741. His success was great, and naturally brought 
him a great increase of practice. He had scarcely a 
moment of repose. Whilst at his meals, his house was 
filled with persons, chiefly the poor, waiting for his ad- 
vice; every day he was obliged to refuse numerous ap- 
plications, and in riding through the streets he was 
often forced to tear himself away from persons who at- 
tempted to stop him, and to drive his chair as speedily 
as possible out of the reach of their cries. His inces- 
sant labors of body and mind, by night and day, nearly 
cost him his life; but, by timely and proper treatment, 
he was rescued from the grave. This was the most 
eventful year of his life, and in it he laid the foundation 
of a reputation inferior to few in the annals of medicine. 
Doctor Rush did not confine his attention exclusively to 
the practice of his profession, but took an active and 
zealous part in political affairs, He was an ardent friend 
of liberty, and was one of the signers of the Declaration 
of Independence. In 1777, he was appointed physi- 
cian-general of the military hospital in the middle de- 
partment; some time after which, he published his ob- 
servations on our hospitals, army diseases, and the ef- 
fects of the revolution on the army and people. In 1787, 
he was a member of the convention of Pennsylvania for 
the adoption of the federal constitution, which received 
his warmest approbation. During the last fourteen 
years of his life, he was treasurer of the United States’ 
mint. Doctor Rush took a deep interest also in the 
many private associations for the advancement of hu- 
man happiness with which Pennsylvania abounds. He 
was an honorary member of many of the literary institu- 
tions, both of this country and of Europe. In 1805, he 
received a medal from the king of Prussia, for his replies 
to certain questions respecting the yellow fever. Ona 
similar account, he was presented with a gold medal, in 
1807, from the queen of Etruria; and, in 1811, the 
emperor of Russia sent him a diamond ring, as a testi- 
mony of his respect for his medical character. The 
life of this great and good man was terminated April 
19, 1813, in the sixty-eighth year of his age. Notwith- 
standing his great labours as a lecturer and practitioner, 
he was a voluminous writer, having, during forty-nine 
years, from the nineteenth year of his age to within a 
short period of his death, been constant in the employ- 
ment of the pen. His printed works consist of seven 
volumes, six of which treat of medical subjects, and the 
other isa collection of essays—literary, moral and phi- 
losophical. He also wrote various other political essays, 
which were published in the papersof thetime. From 
the result of his individual experience and observation, 
he established more principles, and added more facts to 
the science of medicine, than all who preceded him in 
his native country. He possessed a lively imagination, 
aretentivememory, anda discriminating} judgment, to- 
gether with the power of intense application, He was, 
moreover, philanthropic, kind and religious, 


Bensamin Duncay, Esq. was, on Wednesday last, 
qualified as Sheriff of the city and county of Philadel- 
phia, and entered upon the duties of his new office. 
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PUBLIC MEETING, 
Extreme Distress 1s THE Care DE Verp ISLANDs. 


Ata numerous meeting of the citizens of Philadel- 
phia, heldon Thursday, October 18th, at the Mayor’s 
Court Room, to consider the calamitous condition of the 
inhabitants of the Cape de Verd Islands, and to devise 
means of affording them relief; Jouw Swirt, the Mayor 
of the city, was called to the chair, and John C. Low- 
ber, was appointed secretary. 

Mr. Sergeant offered the following resolution, the 
adoption of which he enforced by some appropriate 
and impressive remarks; urging the strong claim of 
these afflicted islanders upon the charity of their fellow 
men, and presenting it to the citizens of Philadelphia as 
a ae occasion for showing their gratitude for the many 
blessings with which they have been favoured, and es- 
pecially for the mildness with which they have been vi- 
sited by the recent pervading pestilence. 

Whereas, information has been received, that the in- 
habitants of the Cape de Verd Islands are suffering the 
greatest calamity by a general failure of the crops, so 
that many lives have been lost for the want of necessa- 
ry food, and that from the prevalence of the drought, 
it is supposed that the seed sown in the present season 
will not vegetate; and whereas, it is important that suc- 
cour should be afforded in the most prompt and effect- 
ual manner: It is, therefore, 

Resolved, That committees be appointed in the wards 
and adjoining districts of the city of Philadelphia, to so- 


Sours Mutserry.—Thomas Earp, James Fassitt, 
George Handy, Ambrose White, Edward Needles, 
—e Ashhurst, John P. Wetherill, Thomas S. Rich- 
a . 

Norta Mourserry.—Theodore Colladay, George 
Goodman, Joseph Cresson, Samuel V. Merrick, George 

es Blight, Henry Sailor, Wm. Barger, Benjamin King- 
ey. 

N. Lisertizs, First Ward.—Jos. S. Riley, Jacob 
Culp, Ebenezer Levick, Fredk. Klett, Christian Sny- 
der, Henry Krider, Fredk. Stelwaggon, Wm. Heiss. 

Seconp Warp.—Charles Sutter, T. C. Leuders, John 
M’Guire,Gabriel Middleton, John Barclay, Augustine 
Stevenson, Jacob Emerick, Reese Morris. 

Turrp Warp.—Thomas Scattergood, Saml. Lehman, 
John Browne, Robert. A. Parrish. 

"There being no person present from the other 
wards of the N. Liberties, or from Penn Township, the 
Chairman was authorized to appoint committees for those 
places. Their names will be given in the evening pa- 
pers. 

East Kenstneton.—Samuel Grice, Thomas M. Cof- 
fin, Abraham P. Eyre, John Vaughan. 

West Kensineton,—lIsaac Boileau, Wm. Fitler, 
John Simon, Jr. Thomas H. Craige. 

Sovtrawarkx.—Walter Thompson, Lemuel Paynter, 
Jos. Huddell, Wm. Harvey, Jesse Williamson, Wm. 
M’Glinsey, John Floyd, Jr. John Garretson, Wm. 6. 
Alexander, Wm. Kelly, Robert Clark, Richard Jordan. 

Moyamensine.—Alexander Parker, James Ronaldson, 








—— 


licit contributions in money or otherwise, for the relief | Richard Ronaldson. 


of the suffering inhabitants of the Cape de Verd Islands, 

to be immediately invested in provisions adapted to 

—— Islands, and be forwarded with all possible dis- 
atch. 

, The preamble and resolution being unanimously 

adopted, the following committees were appointed viz: 

Urrer Detaware Warpv.—Samuel J. Robbins, Alex- 
ander Cook, John Patterson, George W. Tyson, John 
Haseltine, Po well Stackhouse, Morris Longstreth, John 
Bacon. 

Lower Deraware.—Robert Ralston, David Weath- 
erly, Joseph Donalson, Richard Price, Frederick Er- 
ringer, Andrew Leinau, Richard Loxley, Dr. Gebhard. 

Hies.—Wnm. Dillingham, Samuel P. Wetherill, Dr. 
George S. Schott, Wm. Collins, Philip Garrett, Em- 
mor T. Weaver, Thomas Hartley, Wm. A. Peddle. 

Carsnur.—Robert Ewing, Josiah Randall, Henry 
Troth, Isaac Elliott, Robert N. Gray, Wm, Janvier, 
Henry Schively, John S, Warner. 

Watnut.—Thomas Mitchell, Charles Wheeler, 
James C. Biddle, John McAllister, Joseph H. Dulles, 
Henry P. Watson, Quintin Campbell, John Cadwalla- 
der. 

Docx.—Charles Bird, Lawrence Lewis, Thomas 
Robbins, Charles C. Watson, Henry White, Wm. S. 
Hansell, Wm. Thompson, John Hemphill. 

Pisx.—James J. Barclay, John R. Neff, Anthony M. 
Buckley, Isaac Morris, Samuel Morrow, Charles Wurts, 
Samuel Palmer, Robert McMullin. 

New Marxet.—James Stewart, Jacob B. Lancaster 
John Rakestraw, Isaac B. Baxter, Alexander Diamond, 
Francis G. Smith, Alexander Elmslie, Benjamin Jones, jr. 

Crpar.—Charles Johnson, John Gilder, Joseph Stra- 
han, Richard C. Dickerson, John Welsh, Josiah Bun- 
ting, Anthony R. Gemeny, and Geo. M. Wharton, 

Locustr.—Stevenson Smith, Evans Rogers, Samuel 
B. Morris, M. B. Denman, John Hutchinson, Wm. 
White, jr. James Hickey, James Brown. 

Soors.—James Harper, Wm. M. Meredith, Aquila 
A. Browne, Thomas Bradford, jr. Peter McCall, Tho- 
mas Oliver, John Hare Powell, Wm. P. Sm ith. 

Mrippte.—Andrew M. Jones,Samuel Norris, Ephraim 
Clark, Wm. J. Leiper, Joseph B. Smith, John Arnett 
George Pepper, Joseph McIlvaine. 

Norta.—Joseph R. Chandler, Isaac Collins, Roberts 
Vaux, Michael Fox, George Earp, Joseph Price, Wm. 
Johns, Sansom Perot. 


At this stage of the meeting, Parricx Hars, Esq. 
stated, that he had now lying at the wharf and ready to 
proceed immediately to sea, a capacious brig, the use of 

| which he offered to the committee who might be ap- 
| pointed to forward the contribution of the citizens to 
the scene of distress; 500 barrels to be freight free, and 
the residue at such terms as the committee might dic- 
tate—whereupon it was 

Resolved, that the thanks of the meeting be present- 
ed to Patrick Hayes, Esq. for his humane and generous 
offer, and that it be accepted. 

The following resolutions were also adopted, viz. 

Resolved, that a committee of superintendence be 
appointed, to carry into effect the objects of the present 
meeting, by investing the funds which shall be collect- 
ed, in procuring conveyance, and transmitting provi- 
sions, to the places of destination, in the most expedi- 
tious manner, 


COMMITTEE OF SUPERINTENDENCE, 


Robert Ralston, 
John Swift, 
John Sergeant, 
Philip Garrett, 


John Naglee, 
Richard Renshaw, 
Thomas D. Grover, 
John M. Ogden, 


Nicholas Biddle, Adam Woelpper 
Patrick Hayes, Samuel Grice, 
John Goodman, Thomas H. Craige. 


Resolved, that the different committees be authorized 
to fill any vacancies that may occur. 

Resolved, that Joseph Trotter, cashier of the Bank of 
Pennsylvania, be the treasurer of the fund, with whom 
the committees of collection will please to make depo- 
sits as promptly as posible. 

Resolved, that the proceedings of this meeting be pub- 
lished in all the newspapers of the city. 

Joun Swirt, Chairman, 


a 


Joun C, Lowsrr, Sec, 
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